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S. P. L. FILON 
INTERNATIONAL LENDING OF BOOKS 


PERHAPS the greatest advances in librarianship during the century have been 
made in the realm of inter-library co-operation. This aims at giving, as 
regards both the supply of reading matter and of information, a better service 
than can be provided unaided by any single library. In past centuries, when 
the output of books and published materials of all kinds was much lower than 
it is at present, when the users of libraries were far less numerous than they 
are nowadays and when these were for the most part men of means and 
leisure, the problem of satisfying the requirements of students was a relatively 
simple one. The scholar travelled from library to library in search of the 
materials he required, though even then in certain cases informal loans were 
made by one library to another, sometimes in different countries. Such 
methods could be employed all the more easily because of the fact that 
national frontiers were then a far less serious barrier to the free play of scienti- 
fic intercourse and the exchange of learned materials than is the case in our 
more enlightened age. Nowadays, however, a crisis has developed in the 
world of libraries, partly because of the great increase in the amount of pub- 
lished material during the last hundred years in consequence of the enormous- 
ly accelerated development of the sciences and their attendant technologies, 
and partly owing to the wider spread of education. For some time now many 
librarians have found themselves unable to cope adequately with the in- 
creasingly exacting demands made upon their libraries by ever-growing 
numbers of readers. 

The idea of supplementing library services by means of organized inter- 
lending (as opposed to casual loans) gradually took shape during the last 
years of the nineteenth and the beginning of the present century. The origins 
of the very efficiently organized German system of inter-library lending, 
based on a union catalogue of the books in the chief learned libraries of that 
country, go back to this time. Later the Library of Congress began the com- 
pilation of its vast union catalogue of books in many of the more important 
libraries of the United States. In England the inability of the existing library 
system to fill all the needs of students led to the creation of a Central Library 
for Students in 1916. This new library soon became the unofficial focus for 
inter-lending between a large number of public and special libraries, its 
pre-eminence in this field being officially recognized when it was reconsti- 
tuted in 1931 as the National Central Library and was granted a Royal 
Charter which defined its functions as the centre of inter-library co-operation 
in this country. Under the aegis of the National Central Library and with the 
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financial assistance of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, the Regional 
Library Systems were developed by local initiative and enthusiasm in order 
to organize the greater part of the libraries of Great Britain into one vast 
network for the purpose of organized inter-lending and the development of 
other co-operative schemes. The National Central Library acted as the clear- 
ing-house for loans between the different regions, most of which decided to 
undertake the compilation of a catalogue of books in the co-operating libraries 
in their area. 

The necessity for an organized plan for international loans (i.e. loans made 
between libraries in different countries) did not, however, emerge until after 
the First World War, though the concept of a world documentation service 
had already been expounded and to some extent realized by Messrs. Otlet 
and Lafontaine, whose International Institute of Documentation at Brussels 
(founded in 1895) showed that the need for world co-operation in the sphere 
of documentation (which is closely linked with the question of the accessi- 
bility of research material) was already being appreciated by far-seeing minds. 
The war of 1914-18, by activating scientific research, especially in its techno- 
logical aspect, increased enormously the need for locating and obtaining 
access to an ever-growing proportion of the world’s publications. Further- 
more, this first world catastrophe turned men’s minds towards the idea of 
co-operation, primarily in order to prevent a recurrence of the disaster and 
secondarily in order to find solutions to the many problems presented by the 
continually increasing complexity of the modern world. The League of 
Nations unfortunately failed to attain its main object, but it did succeed in 
promoting international co-operation in many cultural, social and economic 
fields. Its Institut de Coopération Intellectuelle did much to foster inter- 
library co-operation by publishing information regarding institutions in 
member countries from which locations of books could be obtained. It was 
not, however, until 1935 that the task of establishing rules of procedure 
regularizing international loans was undertaken by the International Federa- 
tion of Library Associations (founded in Edinburgh in 1927). Several years 
before this international code was agreed upon, however, British libraries 
had already established their own system of inter-lending with foreign 
libraries. 

The credit for initiating organized interlending between British libraries 
and those of other countries belongs, as is natural, to the university libraries. 
In 1925, the Association of University Teachers appointed a Joint Standing 
Committee on Library Co-operation, whose function was to create an inter- 
lending system between its member universities and colleges, one of the main 
features of which was an inter-loan service with foreign libraries. Thus arose 
the first organized scheme of library co-operation in this country. In 1931 the 
duty of acting as a clearing-house for inter-university loans was undertaken 
by the newly constituted National Central Library, which, from this time 
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onwards, became the official centre in this country for inter-lending with 
foreign countries. 

The system established by the National Central Library was not intended 
to be of international validity, the task of devising a universally acceptable 
procedure being left to an international body, namely the International 
Federation of Library Associations (IFLA). The procedure now used for 
inter-lending with foreign countries differs in some respects from that which 
was adopted by IFLA before the war. Our methods agree, however, suffi- 
ciently closely with those recommended by IFLA to prevent any serious 
difficulties arising. 

As costs are higher and risks greater in international lending than is the case 
with loans made between libraries within the United Kingdom, the chief 
conditions posited by the National Central Library are derived from the 
necessity to ensure (a) that only serious requests are forwarded to it; (b) that 
the required book is not available in the country making the request; and (c) 
that some central library organization in each country is responsible for the 
safe return of the book. An agreement has therefore been made with nearly 
every country with which we intcr-lend books that requests for loans should 
pass through two clearing-houses, the National Central Library in Great 
Britain and one central library, in most cases the National Library, in each 
country. The central clearing-house is responsible for verifying outgoing 
requests, in order to ensure that they conform to the standard required for 
international loans (as regards accuracy and type of material) and more 
particularly that the book required is not obtainable in that country. Each 
foreign clearing-house also receives all British requests, which are forwarded 
by the National Central Library, and it endeavours to locate copies of the 
works required. All requests from foreign countries are sent to the National 
Central Library in London, which either supplies the books from its own 
stock, or endeavours to obtain them from a co-operating library in this 
country. The actual books, when once copies have been located, are nowadays 
normally forwarded to their destination via the National Central Library and 
the foreign clearing-houses. This has the additional advantage of ensuring 
that the National Central Library (and the foreign clearing-house) knows 
when a loan has actually been made and so is able to record the information 
for future use. 

Difficulties have frequently arisen since the war with regard to the trans- 
port of books and the repayment of postage. The normal method used by the 
National Central Library in despatching books abroad is to send them by 
foreign parcel post at the ‘printed papers’ rate. Parcels are of course regis- 
tered, unless their weight exceeds six and a half pounds (or eleven pounds if 
they contain only a single volume), in which case they have to be insured and 
cannot go at the cheap rate. Air mail, which is expensive, is only resorted to 
when books go to distant countries, such as South Africa. Only in very 
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exceptional circumstances (e.g. manuscripts) are works sent through diplo- 
matic channels. The cost of postage is charged to the borrower, or, in practice, 
to the borrowing library. Before the war, international coupons or money 
orders were used to repay the postage on each individual loan but, owing to 
exchange fluctuations and financial restrictions generally, the National 
Central Library has found it preferable in its dealings with more than one 
country to keep a postage account and to settle this through a bank at regular 
intervals. 

The working of the present system can perhaps best be explained by con- 
sidering an imaginary example. Let us suppose that a reader in France wishes 
to obtain a comparatively rare book or periodical article in connection with 
some piece of research, or for some other important purpose. He first goes 
to his local municipal or university library and asks for the work required. 
Let us also suppose that a copy of this work is not to be found locally. The 
request is then forwarded by the local library to the Service des Préts, Biblio- 
théque Nationale, Paris, which acts as the centre in France for loans with 
Great Britain. If the Biblioth¢que Nationale does not possess a duplicate copy 
of the book and cannot trace one in other French libraries, the request is for- 
warded to the National Central Library in London. The required book may 
prove to be in the National Central Library's own stock, in which case it is 
forwarded to Paris at once, but if it is not, a search is instituted among those 
libraries in the United Kingdom which co-operate. In the course of this 
search the National Central Library makes use of its union catalogues and 
perhaps also of search lists to the Regional Bureaux and the university 
libraries, and may also make individual applications to appropriate special 
libraries. When a copy of the book required has been located, the Library 
sends a requisition form and the book is forwarded to the borrower's local 
library in France via the National Central Library and the Bibliothéque 
Nationale. The book can normally only be read in the local library and the 
period of loan is one month from the date when it is received. Renewals of 
the loan can usually be made if a request is forwarded in good time to the 
National Central Library. At the end of the period of loan the book is re- 
turned to the lending library in Great Britain, via the Biblioth¢que Nationale 
and the National Central Library. The same procedure holds good for loans 
made by foreign libraries to British libraries. 

It will be seen that a considerable amount of work is involved in the process 
of locating and lending books from one country to another. The foreign loans 
work thus represents a considerable additional burden on the National 
Central Library. Fortunately the library receives very valuable assistance 
from the British Council which is of course vitally interested in any activity 
that brings British books and periodicals to other countries. The Council has 
done a great deal to assist in the resumption of lending to foreign countries 
during the post-war period, not only by means of a grant to the National 
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Central Library for the purpose of expanding its foreign loan service but also 
by greatly facilitating the movement of books between Great Britain and 
such foreign countries as were, during the years immediately after the war, 
to a great extent deprived of easy intercourse with this country. For instance, 
the British Council has undertaken to forward books to Vienna for trans- 
mission to Austrian libraries. The difficulties arising in regard to the repay- 
ment of postal charges have been to a great extent solved with the aid of the 
Council. Thus, in the case of Italy, the frequent fluctuation in the value of the 
lira made the problem of repayment of postage on loans extremely difficult, 
until the British Council undertook the transport between London and Rome 
of all books lent by this country to Italy, or vice versa. In this way ro postage 
charges are incurred which cannot be recovered. The Council’s representa- 
tives abroad have also played an important part in initiating library co- 
operation between this country and certain others. Furthermore, the absence 
in some countries of any organized scheme of co-operation, and also the 
inability of any library to undertake the function of clearing-house, has led 
the British Council libraries in those countries to assume temporarily the role 
of clearing-house for international loans. Such countries are Portugal, the 
West Indies and some of the South American Republics. In this way the 
already very valuable services rendered by the British Council libraries to 
readers in other countries have been in some measure enhanced by the 
possibility of drawing on the vast book resources of this country, especially 
where older books are concerned. 

The relatively high cost of international loans and the greater risk of loss 
involved has always limited the number of these transactions, which, as far 
as this country is concerned, has never so far exceeded a few hundred volumes 
lent and borrowed per annum. In 1938-9 British libraries lent 508 books to 
libraries in 24 different countries and borrowed 283 books from 16 countries. 
After a period of complete cessation of lending abroad, during the years 
1940-6, the National Central Library has gradually resumed most of the 
inter-lending relations broken off by the war and has in addition established 
some new ones. The number of loans is now well in excess of pre-war 
figures; during the year 1949-50 British libraries lent 994 volumes to libraries 
in 23 countries and borrowed 420 books from 19 countries. During the 
current year (1950-1) British books are being lent abroad at the rate of more 
than 1,000 volumes per annum and this rate is tending to increase rapidly. It 
will be noticed that the number of loans made by this country has always been 
in excess of the number of books borrowed from abroad. Apart from the 
increased interest in British books which has been a result of the war, and 
which has been greatly encouraged by the British Council, this state of affairs 
is probably due to the relatively highly developed system of library co- 
operation in this country. 

It was naturally a great temptation for foreign libraries, which had suffered 
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war damage, to resort to international lending in order to satisfy the require- 
ments of their readers. That they have not done so and have abided by our 
request that loans should be restricted to the type of material which was asked 
for before the war is a great tribute to their understanding and co-operation. 
The resources of the National Central Library would otherwise not have 
sufficed to cope with the demands. 

The following are some of the features of post-war international lending 
which may be of interest. Germany (i.e. the Western Zones) after a period of 
total eclipse, during which her place was taken by Switzerland, has recently 
resumed her pre-war position as our chief client in this sphere; new union 
catalogues are being developed and her library resources are being reorganized 
after the disruption caused by the war. We have also succeeded in re-estab- 
lishing old contacts (and in some cases creating new ones) with the Danubian 
and other East European countries, though not with Russia. In most cases the 
traffic is a mere trickle, but Hungarian libraries, and recently Czech libraries, 
borrow a relatively large number of books from this country. As regards the 
United States, the National Central Library receives the most cordial help 
from individual libraries, first and foremost from the Library of Congress; 
but, as no library in the States is in a position to act as a clearing-house for 
loans with the United Kingdom, inter-lending is on a fairly restricted scale, 
its place being taken to a great extent by the supply of microfilms. 

As regards the future, a good deal remains to be done to improve the 
efficiency of the international loan system. The IFLA rules require to be 
revised in the light of post-war experience. The use of standard international 
request forms and other standardized stationery printed in English, French 
and German would be of great utility, as mistakes are liable to arise when 
correspondence is conducted in the lesser known languages. The old IFLA 
forms, which never came into general use, need to be revised. The main 
difficulties of the present time revolve, however, around the fact that certain 
countries are not easily able to locate books in their own libraries; different 
countries have developed inter-library co-operation in varying degrees. In 
this connection UNESCO may be able to foster the growth of inter-library 
co-operation in those countries where this branch of library activity is not 
greatly developed. 

A radical alteration in the present system does not appear to be either 
desirable or possible. An international system of inter-lending and co-opera- 
tion must be based on national schemes; a completely centralized procedure in 
which each library would borrow through an international clearing-house 
would be quite impracticable, while a system of direct borrowing and lending 
between individual libraries would lead to chaos. Furthermore, as no diffi- 
culty normally arises as to which country should be approached for a particu- 
lar loan, there would be no point in the creation of a European or World 
Union Catalogue, quite apart from its impracticability, and little value in the 
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establishment of an international clearing-house for inter-library loans. At the 
same time difficulties do arise owing to the fact that at present many countries, 
apparently ignorant of the existing machinery for international loans and of 
the locations of national inter-lending and bibliographical centres, often apply 
to Great Britain for loans of books which are published elsewhere, so that the 
National Central Library tends to be treated as an international clearing-house, 
especially by libraries in the British Commonwealth. This leads to the 
question of whether there would not be some use in establishing a permanent 
central information office for international library co-operation, whose func- 
tions might include answering inquiries about the procedure for inter- 
national lending, the regularization of this procedure, and the bringing of 
the difficulties encountered to the notice of appropriate bodies. A first step 
which would be of value would be for IFLA to undertake to publicize (as 
was formerly done by the Institut de Coopération Intellectuelle) the correct 
centres in each country to which applications for loans should be made. 

It seems likely that international lending of books will develop as time goes 
on and that more and more countries will participate. At present Europe 
plays the chief role and this is bound to be the case for many years owing to 
her superiority in book resources, but we must expect that libraries in other 
continents will play an increasing part, not only in the loan of rare books but 
in the supply of microfilms and other photographic reproductions. This vast 
network of library co-operation will need to be organized on a much 
broader basis than is the case at present. 


Mr. S. P. L. Filon, B.sc., F.1.A.; is Deputy Librarian of the National Central Library and in this 
capacity has been much concerned in the renewal of the foreign loans service of the National 
Central Library since the war. 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliography 
INDEX TO LOCAL AND PERSONAL ACTS, 1801-1947. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 63s. sR8. 1,148 pages. 
This volume has been prepared in the Statutory Publications Office for the Statute 
Law Commission and consists of classified lists of Local and Personal Acts, Special 
Orders and the Special Procedure Orders passed or made within the period in Great 
Britain. The Acts and Orders listed, although passed or made by Parliament, are not of 
universal application but relate only to specific localities or persons. These Acts, etc., 
passed since 1801 are grouped alphabetically under fifteen appropriate classifications, 
including such subject headings as transport, harbours, etc., lighting, water supply, 
drainage and others. Unlike the Index and Table of the Public General Statutes this 
index does not indicate whether all the Acts and Orders listed are still in force and 
repeals and amendments are shown only where they appeared in earlier editions or 
where obvious from the titles of later Acts. Legislation since 1900, however, has 
been examined and its effect on earlier Acts has been noted. The last index to be pub- 
lished covered the period 1801 to 1900 and this new and up to date edition meets a 
long-felt want among lawyers, legal historians and law librarians. (016.3461) 
AGRICULTURAL PERIODICALS OF THE BRITISH ISLES, 168 I-1900, 
AND THEIR LOCATION. Compiled by F. A. Buttress. University of 
Cambridge School of Agriculture, 2s. sD8. 16 pages. Paper bound. 
This should prove a most useful list for librarians, students and agricultural historians. 
It gives for the first time a collection of information on the many periodicals produced 
by Britain’s greatest industry during its period of greatest expansion, and, while the 
compiler in his introduction emphasizes that he makes no claim to completeness, there 
will be much here that is new to a majority of those interested. (016.6305) 
THE PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF SILAGE. A Review of 
World Literature in Abstracts. Bulletin No. 40 of the Commonwealth 
Bureau of Pastures and Field Crops. Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux, 
10s. D8. 316 pages. Indexes. 
Ensilage is becoming more and more widespread as a regular farming practice, but, 
as yet, little agreement on methods has been reached. This series of abstracts, done in 
the usual efficient manner of the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux, will be of 
great use to research workers, as well as to farmers in every part of the world, since its 
scope is extremely wide both technically and geographically. The great wealth of 
material is made more than usually digestible by the separate indexes for authors, 
genera of plants ensiled, and animals to which they may be fed. A most valuable 
addition to the technical agricultural library. (016.636086) 
AN ENGLISH LIBRARY. An Annotated List of Classics and Standard Books. 
F. Seymour Smith. Foreword by Edmund Blunden. 4th edition. Cambridge 
University Press for The National Book League, 7s.6d. C8. 200 pages. Index 
of authors and editors. Index of titles. Addenda. 
This annotated and classified list of some 3,000 classics and standard books is ‘intended 
to be used as a reference book and a guide to the reading and collecting of the best in 
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English literature’ and includes some famous American works and also some notable 
translations. Technical and scientific works, children’s books (with the exception of a 
few appreciated by both young and old) and works by living writers have been 
excluded. This fourth edition brings the selection approximately up to the end of 
1949. Besides brief notes on some of the books included, Mr. Smith has written a short 
discursive paragraph introducing each of the classified sections. The assumption that a 
work is not a ‘classic’ until the author is dead leads to some distortion among the 
moderns, but on the whole this is a useful list, though it is not so clearly set out as it 
might be. (016.82) 


SCOTLAND. A Select Bibliography. Henry W. Meikle. Cambridge University 
Press, 1s. D8. 40 pages. Paper bound. (National Book League Book Lists; 
Second Series) 

This selected list of books, compiled by Dr. Mcikle, H.M. Historiographer in Scotland, 

for the Scottish Advisory Panel of the British Council, is intended as a brief guide for 

students to the history, literature, customs and institutions of Scotland, and should also 
prove useful to librarians and to the general reader. This authoritative selection covers 
general works; history; description and travel; arts and crafts; language and literature; 
philosophy; education; law; administration; agriculture, industry and commerce; food 
and drink, and sport. (016.941) 


Library Economy 
SHORT LIST OF SUBJECT HEADINGS. Compiled by H. Sherrie and P. 
Mander Jones. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 35s. R8. 167 pages. 
In compiling a dictionary catalogue, an essential tool is a list of subject headings, and 
the aim of Miss Sherrie and Miss Mander Jones, Deputy Mitchell Librarian and Mitchell 
Librarian respectively of the Public Library of New South Wales, has been to compile 
a basic list suitable for use in public and school libraries. The justification for this 
further list of subject headings is that those of Sears, the American Library Association 
and others are published in the United States of America and so contain many terms 
unsuitable for use in Australia and lack others needed to meet local conditions. Under 
each heading is a list of the see also references to subjects within the scope of the heading 
whilst an adjacent column gives synonyms and related subjects from which references 
should be made. The introduction explains how to use the list in the preparation of a 
dictionary catalogue and includes lists of sub-headings common to certain subject 
groups. (025.3) 
General Periodicals 
BRITANNICA BOOK OF THE YEAR, 1950. Encyclopaedia Britannica, $0s. 
Special terms to subscribers to the Encyclopaedia. sD4. 734 pages. 
Illustrated. Index. 
Prepared under the general editorship of Mr. Walter Yust, editor-in-chief of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, this latest in the Britannica serics of annual supplements is 
the second post-war volume to be published in England simultaneously with an Ameri- 
can edition, and it is the first under the aegis of Mr. John Armitage—also editor of the 
monthly review, the Fortnightly—as London editor. Increasing emphasis on problems 
and subjects relating to international affairs, and striking improvements in the treat- 
ment accorded to articles on the different countries, notably in the form of a number of 
enlarged and carefully detailed statistical sections of these entries, make the year-book a 
work of developing authority. Here is much solid information concerning the events 
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and personalities of 1949, and no one who wishes or needs to keep abreast of contem- 
porary political, economic, sociological and ideological trends, and to acquire or 
confirm a degree of background knowledge essential to an understanding of current 
history, can afford to exclude the Book of the Year from even the minimum reference 
selection. Among subjects examined for the first time in this annual series are the 
Council of Europe, the North Atlantic Treaty and the Macedonian problem, and 
exceptional interest attaches to the statistical section of the article on the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. A 16-page Diary of Events, up-to-date biographies of 
headline personalities, and eleven pages of obituaries of the year are items among the 
contents. (052) 


PHILOSOPHY 


LEAD, KINDLY LIGHT. Vincent Sheean. Cassell, 17s.6d. D8. 397 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 

To the journalist author, Gandhi is a saint. Therefore he follows him in an attempt to 
trace the formative influences on his life and thought, to find what spiritual forces and 
purpose lay behind his life. Sheean was present at the assassination. In his search for a 
culture which may survive the materialism of Europe and Amcrica, he finds in the 
sacred books of the East, and their fulfilment in the life of Gandhi an answer to his 
search for truth, a hint of a different view of reality. Therefore, ‘to make it plain what 
it was, I shall have to take the reader with me on the same kind of journey I have 
experienced—not only, that is, in space, to another country with a very different set of 
tools for living, but also in time, to older notions than those which obtain among us.’ 

(181.4) 

RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


MEANING AND PURPOSE. Kenneth Walker. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
208 pages. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 

The author, Hunterian Professor of the Royal College of Surgeons, London, examines 

the main scientific theories of the last hundred years and their impact or their influences 

on the intellectual life of the Western world, and how these theories have been fre- 

quently misinterpreted by the layman. His conclusion is that it is not possible for men 

to live by science alone and that they should be possessed of some religion or philosophy 


of life. (215) 


CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL ORDER. William Temple, late Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 3rd edition. Student Christian Movement Press, 6s. sC8. 
126 pages. Appendix. Index. 

This is a statement of Christian responsibility by one of the greatest Christians of 

modern times. First published in 1942, it now reappears in a new cdition, attractively 

bound and printed. The first part deals with the question ‘Should the Church inter- 
fere?’ and is followed by an elucidation of the principles of Christian Social Action. 
(261 ) 

EARLY CHRISTIAN BAPTISM AND THE CREED. Joseph H. Crehan. 
Burns Oates & Washbourne, 21s. D8. 200 pages. Appendices. Bibliography. 
Indexes. 

This is a study in ante-Nicene theology by the Professor of Theology at Heythrop 

College, a Jesuit training establishment in Oxfordshire. It begins by discussing the 

New Testament conception of Baptism and then considers the whole relation of 
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Baptism to the theology of the Early Church and in particular to the elaboration of the 
Creed, and notably among the Fathers of the second and third centuries. The work is 
scholarly and admirably fitted with a critical apparatus of references. (265.1) 


CROCKFORD'S CLERICAL DIRECTORY, 1949-50. 73rd issue. Oxford 
University Press, 90s. suR8. 2,064 pages. Frontispiece and maps. Index. 
A new issue of this reference book of the Clergy of the Established Church of England 
and of the other Churches in Communion with the See of Canterbury. It contains 
full details relating to the parishes and benefices of England, Wales and Ireland, and 
the charges, missions, etc. of Scotland, the Dominions and Colonies, Europe, Asia, 
Africa and South America. The preface gives a review of the main events of the past 
year as they affect the Church. (283.058) 


QUAKERS IN SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY. Being an Account of the Quaker 
Contributions to Science and Industry during the 17th and 18th centuries. 
Arthur Raistrick. Bannisdale Press, 21s. D8. 361 pages. 17 plates, including 
portraits. 10 charts. Index. 

Dr. Raistrick is Lecturer in Applied Geology at King’s College, Durham, and a past 

president of the Friends Historical Association. In this book he reveals how great an 

influence the Quakers had in Britain on the development of science and industry, how 
they made their contribution and what was its extent. He deals with the rise of the 

Quakers, their position as citizens, and their achievements as traders, ironmasters, 

clockmakers, managers of mining companies and numerous other industries, botanists, 

naturalists, doctors and bankers. The characters portrayed are remarkably attractive, 
philanthropists and idealists as well as traders and professional men. The author’s 
knowledge is obviously very wide; the book is crammed with material and it is not 
easy reading, especially in sorting out the intricate family relationships. But it is of 
absorbing interest and reveals what is almost a new facet of eighteenth-century social 
history. (289.6) 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Political Science 

THE SURVIVAL OF POLITICAL MAN. E. E. Harris. Witwatersrand 
University Press (Johannesburg, South Africa), 20s. D8. 225 pages. 

This book is described as ‘a study in the principles of international order’. The author, 

who is Lecturer in Philosophy in Witwatersrand University, maintains that the 

violence of disagreement between contemporary nations is a product not of the diver- 
gence of social and political systems, but of the international system, which must be 
changed. After surveying the growth of international law and institutions, and tracing 
various attempts to restrict national sovereignty for the common good, the author 
concludes that the only practicable alternative to the collapse of civilization is some 
form of federal union. (321) 


THE BRITISH SETTLEMENT OF NATAL. A Study in Imperial Migration. 
Alan F. Hattersley. Cambridge University Press, 18s. D8. 359 pages. Folded 
map. Bibliography. Index. 

May 1949 was the centenary of the arrival in Natal of the first organized group of 

British emigrants. The author, Professor of History in the University of Natal, 

Pietermaritzburg, has therefore chosen a fitting time for this extremely detailed study 

of the early years of emigration—not only of the newcomers’ arrival and conditions in 

the new land, but of their farming and industrial background in England, the reasons 
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prompting settlers to emigrate and the manner in which they were secured and planted 
overseas. The material for this research was collected in South Africa from diaries and 
records of individual settlers, and also from material in England, the Public Record 
Office and Parliamentary Papers. In consequence the book is not only a study of 
immigration but a valuable source of personal and biographical information. 
(325.34209684) 
DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY, 1918-1945. From the 
Archives of the German Foreign Ministry. Series D (1937-1945): Vol. II, 
GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 21s. R8. 1,155 pages. Appendices. 2 maps. 
This further volume in the series of documents selected, under the joint auspices of the 
British Foreign Office and the United States Department of State from the captured 
archives of the German Foreign Ministry and the Reich Chancellery, presents—in an 
arrangement affording a continuous narrative—the subject of German-Czechoslovak 
relations between October 1937 and September 1938 and their international ramifica- 
tions. To give the full pattern of events, the material collated includes a number of 
documents already printed elsewhere, such as certain military directives and notes on 
conferences at Hitler’s headquarters which had been preserved by his Adjutant, Major 
Schmundt; while reproduction of material printed in connection with the Nurem- 
berg trials helps to set in appropriate perspective the plan and execution of German 
policy towards Czechoslovakia. The record runs from a dispatch of 8 October 1937, 
from Eisenlohr, the German Minister in Prague, indicating the developing tension 
between the Sudeten German Party and the Czech Government, to the Munich 
crisis. The several appendices include an analysis of the German Foreign Ministry 
Archives, details of the Ministry’s organization on 1 June 1938, and a biographical list 
of the chief protagonists. The two maps illustrate respectively the German memoran- 
dum presented at Godesberg on 23 September 1938, and the Munich Agreement of 
29 September. Indispensable for historians and all serious students of international 
relations, the volume should preferably be read in conjunction with Volume 1, which 
deals more generally with Germany’s relations with other powers, rather than in 
isolation. (327.43) 
Economics 
THE ECONOMICS OF EVERYDAY LIFE. Gertrude Williams. Penguin Books, 
1s.6d. sC8. 256 pages. Index. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 
The non-specialist who finds it difficult to understand the course of economic develop- 
ment in post-war Britain should find this a helpful introduction. It examines all aspects 
of everyday economic life in this country, such as the dollar gap, the rise and fall of 
prices, the question of monopoly, and the working of international trade. The author 
is Reader in Social Economics in the University of London, and has also lectured 
widely to general audiences. (330) 
A CRITIQUE OF WELFARE ECONOMICS. I. M. D. Little. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 18s. D8. 276 pages. 13 diagrams. Index. 
The author, who is a Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, describes this book as, in 
part, ‘a study of the usage of influential and persuasive language in economics’. He 
wants it to be recognized that many economic phrases, such as ‘increase of welfare’ and 
‘increase of real income’, have value implications and tend to be interpreted according 
to personal standards of ethics. Welfare economics, he argues, is likely to be useful if 
its factual assumptions are realistic enough; whether its conclusions in any particular 
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case are to be accepted or not is a matter of opinion, but as a rough guide to what ought 
to be done it is often good, but crude, theory. (330.16) 


THE SCOPE YEAR BOOK OF INDUSTRY, TRADE AND FINANCE, 
1950. An Encyclopaedic Reference Book for Business and the Professions 
compiled by a Panel of Economists and Statisticians. Scope Books, 45s. D8. 
645 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Part 1 of this comprehensive year book reviews the British economy in 1949, showing 

the general industrial and commercial trends, the state of the stock exchange, banking 

and insurance, changes in government control of business, and the state of the labour 
market; it also summarizes the year’s legislation. The second part gives a mass of 
present-day facts regarding Great Britain and other countries—names and addresses of 
public authorities and trade and professional bodies, details of population, religion, 
communications production, trade and finance. The final section is statistical, showing 
by graphs and tables the economic position of the more important countries. The 
whole volume forms a valuable work of reference. (330.58) 


THE GROWTH OF ENGLISH sociETY. A Short Economic History. 
Book I: THE MIDDLE AGES AND THE AGE OF MERCANTILISM. 
Book 2: THE AGE OF MACHINERY. E. Lipson. 2nd edition. 2 vols. 
A. & C. Black, 7s.6d. and tos.6d. D8. 191 : 287 pages. Index. 

This is the second edition of a work recently published in one volume and noted in 

British Book News, March 1950. It is an important account of the economic life of the 

English people intended for the student and for the general reader. (330.942) 

NEW TIMES, NEW METHODS AND NEW MEN. V.M. Clarke. Allen & 
Unwin, 1os.6d. D8. 149 pages. Bibliography. 

Mrs. Clarke, who is Personnel and Administrative Adviser to a large industrial organi- 

zation, discusses in this volume the principles and purposes of industrial management, 

joint consultation, and the social obligations of industry. She believes that the quality 
of leadership is of the utmost importance in modern industrial life, and that one of the 
basic principles in any firm should be co-operation for service to the individual and to 

the community. (331.1) 

CONVENTION CONCERNING FRONTIER WORKERS. With Annex. 
Brussels, 17th April, 1950. H.M. Stationery Office, 4d. sR8. 10 pages. 
Paper bound. (Miscellaneous No. 7 (1950); Command Paper 7971) 

The text (in English and French) of the Convention between Belgium, France, 

Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland. The Governments, considering the existing regulations applying to frontier 

workers in the territories of the Contracting Parties under the bilateral conventions at 

present in force, reached agreement regarding the issue of workers’ cards of authoriza- 
tion to cross the frontier zones of the Contracting Parties, and equality of treatment of 
frontier workers with the nationals of the country in which they are employed, as 

regards pay, application of laws and social security. (331.113) 

CONVENTION CONCERNING STUDENT EMPLOYEES. With Annex. 
Brussels, 17th April, 1950. H.M. Stationery Office, 4d. sR8. 12 pages. Paper 
bound. (Miscellaneous No. 8 (1950); Command Paper 7972) 

The text (in English and French) of the Convention concluded between Belgium, 

France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
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Northern Ireland. The Governments agree that student employees, i.e. nationals of 
one of the Contracting Parties going to the territory of another Contracting Party in 
order to improve their linguistic and occupational knowledge by taking employment 
with an employer, may be employed in either manual or non-manual employment 
and may be of either sex; in general they shall not be more than 30 years of age. The 
nationals and the territories of the Contracting Parties to which the Convention 
applies are specified in the Annex which follows the Convention itself. (331-113) 


TRADE UNIONS IN THE NEW SOCIETY. Harold J. Laski. Allen & Unwin, 
10s. D8. 192 pages. 
Harold Laski, author of Liberty in the Modern State, Reflections on the Revolution of our 
Time, and other important political works, was until his recent death Professor of 
Political Science in the University of London. This last publication contains the sub- 
stance of the Sidney Hillman Lectures which he delivered in the United States in 1949. 
It examines the changing attitudes of society and the courts, in Great Britain and 
elsewhere, towards trade unions. It considers the effects on the working man of mass 
production, social security, the planned economy, and other recent developments. In 
particular it considers the desirability of labour activity in organized politics. (331.88) 


LONDON TRADES COUNCIL, 1860-1950. A History. London Trades 
Council. Foreword by Julius Jacobs. Lawrence & Wishart, 9s.6d. D8. 
168 pages. Appendices. Index. 


The events connected with the builders’ strike of 1860 showed clearly the weakness of 
London trade unionism at that time. The strike committee accordingly called a con- 
ference of London trade delegates to consider the formation of the London Trades 
Council, whose history is here traced from the body’s minutes and annual reports. The 
book describes the Council’s relations with the amalgamated unions of the mid- 
nineteenth century, with the ‘new unionism’ of 1888 onwards, and subsequently with 
the Labour Party, besides discussing the impact of the General Strike and the two 
world wars. (331.8809421) 


EXCHANGE AND TRADE CONTROL IN THEORY AND PRACTICE. 
H. E. Evitt. 2nd edition. Pitman, 12s.6d. C8. 192 pages. Index. 


After explaining briefly the normal working of the foreign exchanges the author 
shows what happens when the State takes control of foreign exchange dealings, giving 
examples from various countries. He describes the grouping of countries for control 
purposes and the fixation of exchange rates by bilateral government agreements, the 
methods of control of imports and exports, and the functions of the International 
Monetary Fund, the International Trade Organization and other international systems. 
The author is a Fellow of the Institute of Bankers. His other works include A Manual of 
Foreign Exchange and Practical Banking. (332) 


GOLD FOR EUROPE. Hjalmar Schacht. Translated from the German by 
Edgar Stern-Rubarth. Duckworth, 7s.6d. C8. 136 pages. 

Dr. Schacht, the famous German financial and banking expert, published the original 

of this work in 1949 under the title Mehr Geld, Mehr Kapital, Mehr Arbeit. Writing for 

Europeans in general, he argues that no artificial system of currency can operate inter- 

nationally with efficiency, and that no currency can fulfil its function in a country 

whose economy, in dealings with other countries, is unbalanced; the recovery of 


672 











ew Mii. > MoM. oi «w/a | @ 


lo) 





Europe depends on the application of these theories through a common economic 
policy. The book is written in non-technical language, and should interest the layman 
as well as the economist. (332.422) 


LIMITED INTERESTS IN MUHAMMEDAN LAW. Kamila Tyabji. Fore- 
word by Sir John Beaumont. Stevens & Sons, 25s. D8. 238 pages. Tables. 
Index. 


This work considers in detail the different branches of Muhammedan law under which 
rights in property, short of full ownership, are conferred. It is a complicated subject on 
which little has been written; in fact the author has resorted to authorities written in 
the Arabic language which have not so far been translated. She deals with the law of 
Hiba and of ’Ariya, Ijara, Usufructuary bequests and the law of Wagf. Finally two 
chapters have been devoted to the modern law on the subject. Sir John Beaumont, a 
Member of the Privy Council, states in his foreword ‘if Muhammedan law is to be 
modernized it is essential that the principles upon which it is founded should be clearly 
understood. It is in that regard that I believe this treatise will prove of lasting value.’ 
Miss Tyabji, who is a Master of Arts and a Bachelor of Civil Law of Oxford, and a 
barrister, has performed a valuable service to lawyers and legal historians in producing 
a scholarly work of this nature. (333.00037) 


COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF LAND. Powers, Procedure and Com- 
pensation. C. A. Cripps (Lord Parmoor). 9th edition by Anthony Cripps, 
assisted by B. K. Lucas and S. L. Jones. 2 vols. (loose leaf). Stevens & Sons, 
168s. L.Post 8. 1,986 pages. Tables. Index. 


The earlier editions of this work were entitled Law of Compensation but changes over a 
period of years in the English law relating to the compulsory acquisition of land, mainly 
by local authorities, and the payment of compensation therefor, have made a change of 
title and format (the present edition being in loose leaf form) desirable. The result is 
more suited to present-day needs. Powers of compulsory acquisition have been steadily 
widened by statute, especially during and after the late war, and this book is a compre- 
hensive statement of both statute and case law. The first volume is devoted to the law 
at present in force and is arranged under three main headings, namely, the powers to 
acquire land, the procedure for acquisition and compensation for land acquired. The 
second volume contains statutes, statutory instruments (departmental rules, orders and 
regulations) and precedents and departmental circulars. It is intended to keep the work 
up to date by the issue at frequent intervals of new sheets in substitution for pages 
rendered obsolete by subsequent changes in, and additions to, the law. The editor of 
this edition is a barrister-at-law and he has been assisted in the work of revision by two 
solicitors. (333.1) 


RAW COTTON COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT AND STATEMENT OF 
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3IST JULY, 1949. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s.3d. sR8. 54 pages. Appendices. Paper bound. 

The second report of the Raw Cotton Commission, after a review of the year, gives 

details regarding purchases from Egypt, Sudan, U.S.A., Brazil, Peru, India, Pakistan, 

British West Indies, Uganda, Nigeria and Nyasaland; Sales and Distribution; Selling 

Prices; Cover Schemes: Shipping, storage and transport; Staff and Accommodation; 

Finance; and Research and Development. Appendices give statistical information 

relating to price changes, followed by a section on the Commission’s accounts. 

(338.17351) 
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THE HISTORY OF SUGAR. Vol. 2. Noel Deerr. Chapman & Hall, 55s. C4. 
392 pages. 11 plates. 42 figures in text. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Noel Deerr has been associated with the sugar industry for over fifty years both in 
England and abroad, and has been responsible for many improvements in industrial 
methods and control. His book deals, from the historian’s point of view, with the 
phases of the sugar industry all over the world from the fifteenth century onwards. It 
embraces sociological effects, e.g. the use of slaves in production, and the development 
of domestic and industrial production of all kinds of sugar. (338.1736) 


WINE INDUSTRY OF AUSTRALIA. H. E. Laffer. Australian Wine Board 
(Adelaide, Australia), 5s. D8. 136 pages. 15 plates. Appendices. 


This book is primarily a historical study, half the letterpress being devoted to a review 
of the development of the Australian wine industry. Other chapters deal with the 
trade in wine between Australia and the United Kingdom, imperial preference and 
consumption of wines in Australia. Within this restricted field it is quite comprehen- 
sive and the many works quoted in the text are evidence of wide research. The 
appendices comprise tables and graphs relating to wine importations into the United 
Kingdom from 1786 to 1946 and Australian wine production and exports generally. 
The author was Overseas Representative of the Australian Wine Board from 1930 to 
1949. (338.1748) 


ANGLO-FRENCH DISCUSSIONS REGARDING FRENCH PROPOSALS 
FOR THE WESTERN EUROPEAN COAL, IRON AND STEEL INDUS- 
TRIES. May-June, 1950. H.M. Stationery Office, 4d. sR8. 16 pages. Paper 
bound. (Miscellaneous No. 9 (1950); Command Paper 7970) 


The text of seventeen documents in connection with the controversial Schuman Plan 
whereby the French Government proposed that an authority should be created which 
should take over control and production of all steel and coal in Western Europe; it 
would not have ownership rights, but it would have controlling power. (338.2) 


Law 
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS. H. Lauterpacht. Stevens 
& Sons, 50s. sR8. 492 pages. Tables. Index. 


International recognition and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms is 
afforded by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a natural corollary to the 
Charter of the United Nations. This book is a study of the subject, which is dealt with 
under three main headings. The first part, the rights of man and the law of nations, 
analyses the legal effect of the Charter and the practice of the organs of the United 
Nations concerned with the interpretation and application of the provisions relating to 
the rights of man. Part two, human rights under the Charter, re-examines the ques- 
tion of the international bill of the rights of man in the light of the initial efforts to 
give substance to the ideal of international protection of rights and freedoms. The last 
part, the international bill itself, deals with the substance and enforcement of the bill, 
its progress within and outside the United Nations, its principles and, finally, the 
Universal Declaration and the proposed European Court of Human Rights. The 
author, an authority on international Jaw, is a Doctor of Law and a King’s Counsel 
and is Whewell Professor of International Law in the University of Cambridge. His 
new book will rapidly take its place in the forefront of the literature of international 
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LAW OF THE UNITED NATIONS. Hans Kelsen. Stevens & Sons, 105s. R8. 
922 pages. Index. 
The literature on the organization of the United Nations is extensive but little has been 
written in text-book form. This book is such a work, being a juristic and not a political 
approach to the problems. It deals with the law of the organization rather than with its 
role in international relations and is, in fact, a critical analysis of fundamental problems, 
one of the most important being interpretation; all organs and Members of the United 
Nations being free to interpret the provision to be applied by them according to their 
own discretion. A preface is devoted to the question of interpretation and throughout 
the book the author has presented all the interpretations which he feels might be 
possible. The book is in three parts. Part one sets out the purposes of the United 
Nations, while the second is devoted to its organization. Part three, which occupies 
the greater part of the book, relates to its many functions. In his examination of the 
problems which have arisen since the inauguration of the United Nations the author 
has drawn upon the rules of international law concerning the interpretation of treatics. 
The whole is carefully annotated with explanatory notes and references to relevant 
official records, reports and papers. The author is an expert in Austrian law and is at 
present Professor of Political Science in the University of California. The book is 
published under the auspices of the London Institute of World Affairs. (341.1) 


COMMENTARIES ON THE LAWS OF ENGLAND. H. J. Stephen. 2Ist 
edition. Editor-in-Chief: L. Crispin Warmington. 4 vols. Butterworth, 
135s. M8. 2,492 pages. Table. Index. 


The first edition of this work, published in 1841-5, was partly founded on the famous 
Commentaries by Blackstone. The work is now mainly designed to serve the needs of 
students taking the intermediate examination of the Law Society but, being a complete 
elementary statement of the law of England, it will meet the requirements of all those 
desiring to Jearn something of law and justice in England and of its legal system. The 
first volume deals with the sources of the law and the history of English legal institu- 
tions and with the whole field of the law of property. Volume two deals with the law 
of contract, the law of torts, natural persons and the association of persons. The third 
volume covers civil procedure and constitutional and administrative law. The last 
volume is devoted to criminal law, evidence and procedure; this volume also contains a 
table of cases and a general index. The law stated is as in force on 1 January 1949, but a 
pocket supplement brings the work up to 1 January 1950. It is intended to issue a 
cumulative supplement annually. The work has been revised under the general editor- 
ship of Mr. L. Crispin Warmington, a Solicitor of the Supreme Court. (347) 


PRECEDENTS OF PLEADINGS IN ACTIONS IN THE KING'S BENCH 
DIVISION OF THE HIGH COURT OF JusTICE. E. Bullen and S. M. 
Leake. roth edition by His Honour Judge Kirkhouse Jenkins. Stevens & 
Sons and Sweet & Maxwell, 100s. R8. 1,158 pages. Tables. Index. 

One of the most important branches of legal procedure and practice in England is the 

drawing and settlement of pleadings, being the statements made by and delivered 

between parties to an action in which are set down the material facts on which they 
respectively rely in support of their claim or defence. Ninety years have elapsed since 
the first edition of Bullen and Leake was published and it has, for many years, been the 
standard work for legal practitioners. It is most comprehensive and sets out forms and 
precedents applicable to parties and joinder of causes of action, statements of claim, 
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actions for the recovery of land, applications to revise or amend pleadings, statements 
of claim in actions for contract or tort, defences, replics and subsequent pleadings. The 
notes and annotations are extensive and contain references to relative statutes, rules of 
court and reported cases, numbering some 8,000 decisions. Since the last edition was 
published important changes in practice and procedure have been effected both by 
statute and judicial decisions, in the light of which the whole of this important text- 
book has been revised where necessary and generally brought up to date. The editor 
is a Judge of County Courts and a King’s Counsel. (347.92) 


ANNUAL SURVEY OF SOUTH AFRICAN LAW, 1949. Faculty of Law, 
University of Witwatersrand. Juta (Cape Town, South Africa), 25s. D8. 
375 pages. Index. 

First published in 1947 this annual Survey constitutes an important work of reference, 

especially in tracing recent developments in Constitutional and Administrative Law. 

Each of the twenty sections contains a brief summary of important cases, quoting 

relevant literature, and there are tables of statutes and cases, and a full general index. 

Recent changes concerning South African citizenship are commented on in detail. 


(349.68) 
Insurance 


LAW OF MARINE INSURANCE AND AVERAGE. Sir Joseph Arnould. 
13th edition by Lord Chorley. Stevens & Sons and Sweet & Maxwell, 
168s. R8. 1,450 pages. Tables. Index. 


*‘Arnould’, which was first published over one hundred years ago, has long been 
recognized as the standard work on the law of marine insurance and average in Great 
Britain. It deals with the nature, formation and subject-matter of contracts of marine 
insurance, matters rendering a contract void or unavailable, losses and the relations of 
the assured and underwriter arising therefrom, and, finally, with practice and pro- 
cedure. Appendices contain relevant statutes, forms, the York-Antwerp Rules relating 
to general average and the Rules of Practice of the Association of Average Adjusters. 
A new edition of the York-Antwerp Rules appeared whilst the edition was in the press 
and, although they are included as an appendix, it has not, unfortunately, been possible 
to make appropriate alterations in the text. Otherwise the work has been revised and 
brought up to date by Lord Chorley, a barrister-at-law and formerly Professor of 
Commercial and Industrial Law in the University of London. (368.2) 


Education 


PERSONALITIES AND POWER IN ENGLISH EDUCATION. John Leese. 

E. J. Amold (Leeds), 17s.6d. D8. 343 pages. Frontispiece and 3 plates. Index. 
Dr. Leese, secretary of the Yorkshire Council for Further Education, here presents a 
study of educational policy in England between 1839 and 1933 by directing attention 
to the history of H.M. Inspectorate of Schools, and shows how that policy was created 
and directed largely by three powerful personalities—Sir James Kay-Shuttleworth, 
Robert Lowe, and Sir Robert Morant. He examines the relationship which has existed 
between central and local authority, and shows how the conception of the function of 
the inspectorate has shaped educational development. The stress throughout is on 
personalities, and ‘the interaction between the personalities and the “ power machines” 
which they operated and were operated by’. (370.942) 
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REVIEW OF EDUCATION IN AUSTRALIA, 1940-1948. D. M. Wad- 
dington, W. C. Radford and J. A. Kents. Cambridge University Press (Lon- 
don): Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia), 25s. D8. 258 pages. 
Tables. 


Prepared by the authors for the Australian Council of Educational Research, this is the 
third of a series of Reviews of Education in Australia. Unlike the two earlier numbers 
(1938 and 1939) it does not include articles on special aspects of Australian education. 
It is a factual survey of developments in Australia during the years 1940 to 1947, report- 
ing only major developments during 1948. Material has been collected from official 
publications of various State and Commonwealth departments, from universities and 
teachers’ and professional organizations; this, after careful collation and co-ordination, 
has been presented under such headings as Administrative Developments, Method and 
Organization, Technical Education, Universities, Community Education, Teachers, 
Costs and so on. Statistics, charts of administrative organization and tables are a special 


feature of the work, whilst its logical arrangement and full table of contents compen- 
sate for the lack of an index. (370.994) 


STATISTICS IN SCHOOL. W. L. Sumner. 2nd edition, revised. Blackwell 
(Oxford), 10s.6d. 1C8. 234 pages. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
A revised edition of a work based on a short course of lectures given to post-graduate 
students in education at University College, Nottingham, where the author is Senior 
Lecturer in the Department of Education. The book, which first appeared in 1948, has 
been so arranged that ‘those who are not prepared to work through the later chapters 
and the mathematical appendices will, it is hoped, find sufficient simple material in the 
chapters on distribution and correlation to help them with their practical problems’, 
and the early part has been expanded with more examples and diagrams to help these 
readers. Further space has also been given in this edition to sampling techniques and to 
the limitations of the various statistical devices which are reviewed. There are sections 
on examinations, other tests and marking, methods of estimating intelligence, etc. and 
the useful bibliography includes titles of more advanced books for further study. 
(371.26) 
MIME IN CLASS AND THEATRE. J. G. Marash. Harrap, 7s.6d. 1C8. 
116 pages. 8 photographs by Yeldham Unwin. Line drawings in text by 
Gwendoline Perkins. 
The author demonstrates in this book addressed to teachers and others the part that 
mime can play in the school curriculum with children of all ages. She shows how mime 
can be used in the scripture lesson, in history, geography, literature, and language 
classes, and in short introductory chapters she discusses the nature and technique of 
mime. The final chapter gives practical instructions for a performance of Hans Ander- 


sen’s The Snow Queen in mime. The line drawings illustrate various movements and 
group arrangements. (371.3325) 


THE EDUCATION OF THE YOUNG WORKER. Report of a Conference 
held at Oxford in July 1949 under the Auspices of the University Depart- 
ment of Education. Oxford University Press, 2s.6d. C8. 84 pages. Paper 
bound. 


This report of a conference, comprised of representatives of Local Education Authori- 
ties, industry, commerce, voluntary and religious organizations, schools and technical 
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colleges, deals specifically with selection for employment and vocational guidance. 
It reviews the outstanding difficulties in placing young people in congenial and 
profitable employment, and makes recommendations thereon. (371.425) 


GAMES AND GAMES TRAINING FOR JUNIOR CHILDREN. Margaret 
Laing. E. J. Arnold (Leeds), 8s.6d. sC4. 128 pages. Diagrams. 
Mrs. Laing is Senior Organizer of Physical Training to the Leeds Education Committee 
and Lecturer in Physical Education in the University of Leeds. Following the lines of 
her Games and Activities for Infants, this book is illustrated by skilful action drawings, 
and clear instructions are given of many games designed to give training in body 
movement, alertness, control and agility, as well as to provide purposeful activity and 
enjoyment to those taking part. The first part of the book describes games for children 
from seven to nine years old, and the second part those for children from nine to 
eleven. The skills acquired in these games are intended to lay the foundations for the 
major sports such as hockey, football and tennis which follow ata later age. (371.74) 


BRITISH SERVICES EDUCATION. C. Lloyd. Longmans, Green for The 
British Council, 3s.6d. sD8. 95 pages. 23 photographs. Paper bound. 
A brief account of education in the British Armed Forces by Major-General Cyril 
Lloyd (who was Director of Army Education, 1945-9), with assistance from the 
Directors of Education of the Admiralty and Air Ministry. The first two chapters 
sketch the historical background and the changes in policy required by the transition 
from war to peace. Separate accounts follow of the current state of naval, army and 
air force education, and the pamphlet concludes with a chapter on inter-service 
co-operation and the future. (374.0942) 


ADULT EDUCATION IN CANADA. Edited by J. R. Kidd. Canadian Associa- 
tion for Adult Education (Toronto, Canada), $3.00. sR8. 261 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. 

Almost fifty workers have contributed to this symposium of opinions, statements and 

reports concerning the present working philosophy and status of adult education in 

Canada. Edited by Dr. J. R. Kidd, Associate Director of the Canadian Association for 

Adult Education, the volume aims at a descriptive rather than an analytical survey of 

the background of ideas and principles, historical development, and present significant 

programmes of post-school education in Canada, with emphasis on work by and 
with English-speaking Canadians. In addition, detailed studies of organizations which 
have aroused interest in Canada and abroad are presented. A selected bibliography of 
books, pamphlets and periodicals, and a list of adult education organizations are 
included. There is no index. (374.0971) 


EDUCATION IN 1949. Being the Report of the Ministry of Education and 
the Statistics of Public Education for England and Wales. H.M. Stationery 
Office, $s.6d. sR8. 245 pages. 15 Photographs. 4 appendices. 5 charts. 
89 tables. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7957) 

The annual report presented by the Minister of Education to Parliament covers primary 

and secondary education, further education, the supply and training of teachers, 

buildings, special services such as the school health service and the school meals service, 
scholarships and other awards, information and external relations, H.M. Inspectorate, 
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a chapter on education in Wales and Monmouthshire, and another on the Victoria and 
Albert and the Science Museums. Part II consists of 120 pages of statistical tables for 
the year 1948-9 on all aspects of public education in England and Wales. (379.42) 


Costume 


DRESS. James Laver. Murray, 8s.6d. D4. 48 pages. 112 illustrations in the text. 
(The Changing Shape of Things) 


The sub-title, ‘How and why fashions in men’s and women’s clothes have changed 
during the past two hundred years’, indicates the scope of this book. Emphasis is 
placed upon the psychological factors which influence the clothes we wear, though 
sociological and economic theories, such as those developed in Veblen’s Theory of the 
Leisured Classes are also considered. Mr. Laver regards changes in fashion as the elabo- 
rate interplay of three often conflicting principles, the Attraction Principle, which 
dominates women’s dress, the Hierarchical Principle which has stabilized men’s cos- 
tume for the last 150 years, and the Utility Principle which modifies both. Sports 
clothes, a development of the Utility Principle, have also closely influenced costume 
during the last two centuries. This lively book, written in a crisp, witty style, places 
equal emphasis on women’s and men’s costume and is profusely illustrated. The author 
is a well-known costume expert who is Keeper of the Department of Engraving, 
Illustration and Design at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London. (391) 


PHILOLOGY 


HAVING THE LAST WORD. Ivor Brown. Jonathan Cape, 6s. 1C8. 132 pages. 


In this, the sixth of Ivor Brown’s word books, he again presents further specimens of 
words that have some quality worthy of comment. They may be ordinary or unusual 
words, colloquial or literary; their appeal may be in their sound, their rarity, or their 
misuse or changing usage. But the distinctive quality of the book, as of all his other 
word books, rests in his comments on the words and their contexts, with his discursive 
and witty remarks on the thoughts these words suggest to him. He discusses, too, at 
greater length the changes in word-fashion and words as revealing an author’s per- 
sonality. Mr. Ivor Brown says that this book will be his last word on the subject, but 
his readers will undoubtedly hope that he will change his mind. (422) 


PURE SCIENCE 

Physics 

PHYSICS FOR EVERYONE. 1,001 Physics Questions and Answers. 

Ernest F. Carter. Burke Publishing Co., 10s.6d. D8. 223 pages. Diagrams. 

A book for the layman who is interested in the elementary scientific reasons for the 
occurrence of everyday observed phenomena and which makes absorbing reading. 
The text takes the form of question and answer, the latter varying from a single line 
of print to twenty or more; the average is probably around half a dozen. The thousand 
and one questions are divided into fourteen chapters which deal with matter, motion, 
light, heat, sound, pneumatics, hydraulics, static electricity, magnetism, voltaic elec- 
tricity, radio and television, nuclear physics, and a number of unclassified matters. The 
quality of the answers given varies considerably—some are specific, others are merely 
inferential, and many are not sufficiently complete for the purpose. The English 
is far from good in many places and on occasions must leave some doubt in the 
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non-scientific reader’s mind as to what exactly is meant. These are matters for revision 
in a second edition. But as it stands the book is well worth buying. (530.76) 


LIGHT AND SOUND. Michael Nelkon. Heinemann, 11s.6d. D8. 400 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 


This book, written specifically for students at the Advanced Standard of the General 
Certificate of Education, provides a full and lucid treatment of the fundamental 
principles of geometrical optics, photometry, and velocity of light measurement. Three 
chapters devoted to sound waves lead on to a discussion of the wave theory of light, 
calculated to arouse interest in further work on the subject. Numerous worked exam- 
ples and a good selection of previous examination questions are provided, together 
with a useful summary of practical methods. The book is clearly and fully illustrated 
throughout. (535) 


THE MATHEMATICAL THEORY OF HUYGENS PRINCIPLE. Bevan B. 
Baker and E. T. Copson. 2nd edition. Oxford University Press, 21s. sR8. 
199 pages. Diagrams. Index. 

A fundamental discussion of Huygens’s principle in relation to scalar waves of acoustic 

type and then to largely unsolved problems of electro-magnetic waves. The four 

chapters of the 1939 edition are virtually unaltered except for the correction of mis- 
prints and the addition of references to later work. These chapters are on the analytical 
representation of the principle; diffraction, electromagnetic waves, and Sommerfeld’s 
diffraction theory. In this new edition a chapter is added on integral solution of the 
diffraction by a plane screen. Nowadays this has practical application to radio problems, 
as indeed has much of the original chapters, quite apart from the intrinsic interest of the 
subject. (535-1) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO HEAT TRANSFER. M. Fishenden and O. A. 
Saunders. Oxford University Press, 15s. D8. 216 pages. 49 figures. 18 tables. 
Bibliographies. Indexes. 

There is a simplicity about the presentation of the material in this book which makes it 

ideal for both student and designer. The subject is treated under the usual headings of 

Radiation, Conduction, Natural and Forced Convection, Condensation and Evapora- 

tion. Each chapter has a number of really practical examples which amply illustrate 

the theory, and a useful bibliography. Useful tables at the end of the book include 

Emissivities for various surfaces; Combined Heat Loss by Radiation and Convection; 

and physical properties of the most common gases met in practice. Margaret Fishenden 

is Reader in Applied Heat and O. A. Saunders Professor of Mechanical Engineering at 

the Imperial College of Science and Technology, University of London. _— (536.2) 


Chemistry 

OILS, FATS AND FATTY FOODS: THEIR PRACTICAL EXAMINATION. 
E. R. Bolton and C. Revis. 3rd edition, revised and rewritten by K. A. 
Williams. Churchill, 63s. sC4. 512 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 

This new edition of a well-known book appears twenty-two years after the second 

edition. The subject matter has been brought up to date and extended. In particular, 

new methods of analysis have been included and the sections dealing with milk pro- 


ducts and vitamins have been amplified. The high standard of the earlier editions has 
been fully maintained. (541.3) 
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ATOMIC ENERGY. Edited by J. L. Crammer and R. E. Peierls. Penguin 


Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 200 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. Paper bound. 
(Pelican Books) 


In this revised version of Penguin Science News 2, issued in Pelican form, two of the 
original chapters have been replaced by new ones by new authors: one by Sir John 
Cockcroft on nuclear reactions, including an account of the applications of reactions to 
physical research; the other by W. J. Arrol and K. Fearnside on the use of radioactive 
isotopes, including their production, detection and application in industry. There is a 
new chapter by C. E. Tilley on the occurrence and distribution of the raw materials 
for atomic energy, and another by J. L. Crammer on the health hazards of this kind of 
work. The whole is an excellent account of the subject for the general reader; all the 
authors are leading experts in their fields. ($41.2) 


PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF SPECTRUM ANALYSIS. Herbert Dingle. 


Chapman & Hall, 40s. R8. 256 pages. 19 plates. 37 figures. 8 appendices of 
tables. Index. 


This book is a record of the author’s own experience of spectrum analysis gained in 
association with the late Professor A. Fowler, and subsequently at the Imperial College 
of Science and Technology, University of London, in connection with a wide variety 
of problems in biological, agricultural, geological, metallurgical and other investiga- 
tions. It provides a reliable guide for the practical spectroscopist engaged in analytical 
work in any field of endeavour. The book covers general principles, sources of lumi- 
nosity, the prismatic spectrograph, diffraction grating spectrographs, determination 
of wave-lengths, and quantitative spectrum analysis. The eight appendices of tables 
cover atomic numbers and weights, wave-lengths of iron arc lines, prismatic spectra- 
calculation of constants and wave-lengths, raies ultimes of the elements, inspection list 
(visible region and ultra violet region), and identification of lines appearing on seven 
of the nineteen plates showing the line spectra of a variety of substances. A sufficient 
amount of theory of the mechanism of radiation and of the optical principles exempli- 
fied in the spectrograph is given to enable the worker to form a mental picture of 
events and to readjust his instrument for any desired end. The author is now Professor 
of History and Philosophy of Science, University College, University of London. 

(544-6) 
Geology Meteorology 


WEATHER LORE. The Unique Bedside Book, taken from the World’s 
Literature and the Age-old Wisdom of Farmers, Mariners, Bird Watchers 
. .. concerning Flowers, Plants, Trees, Butterflies, Birds, Animals, Fish, 
Tides, Clouds, Stars, Rainbows, Mock Suns, Mock Moons, Haloes. 
Compiled by Richard Inwards. Edited, revised and amplified for the Royal 
Meteorological Society by E. L. Hawke. 4th edition. Rider for the Royal 
Meteorological Society, 15s. D8. 206 pages. Frontispiece. Plates. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

This unique volume, which presents the most complete collection ever put together 

in any language of the weather rules and adages on which our ancestors relied long 

before weather forecasts became generally available, does not differ very widely in 

form from the third (1898) edition, which is now an expensive rarity. Items of dubious 

accuracy, or having nothing to do with the weather, have been eliminated and the 
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editor has added a few supplementary items found in Richard Inward’s handwriting, 
together with fresh material gathered in the course of casual reading on his travels. The 
collection is still far from complete, however, particularly as regards items from over- 
seas, and the Royal Meteorological Society invites the collaboration of readers in 
supplying future editions of the book with lore from other lands. (551.0822) 


CONTINUOUS CREATION. A Biological Concept of the Nature of Matter. 
Wilfred Branfield. Introduction by Professor F. W. Jones. Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, 8s.6d. D8. 119 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 

An academic treatise by a layman which attempts to find the solution of the problems 

of the Nature of Life. Was the origin of the World a cosmic upheaval which finally 

gave birth to life, or was life the first reality? The first part of the work deals with the 
metabolism of the living organism, the second part with the geological sequence and 
history of the earth, describing the origin of those elements that make up the earth’s 
crust. Mr. Branficld refers to the work as an adventure in metabiological thought; it 
will certainly interest anyone who reads it in biology and the evolution of life upon the 


earth. (551-97) 


Natural History 


A NATURALIST IN THE GRAN CHACO. Sir John Graham Kerr. Cam- 
bridge University Press, 21s. D8. 249 pages. 24 plates. Map. Endpaper map. 
Index. 


This is an account of two expeditions to the Gran Chaco made towards the end of the 
last century, extracted from the author’s diaries. Apart from its importance in showing 
the early adventures which began the career of a famous zoologist, this is an extra- 
ordinarily interesting, in fact exciting book about a part of the world still little known 
to any but its own inhabitants. The simple style of the diarist underlines the very real 
difficulties and dangers of the journey itself, while the primitive nature of the equip- 
ment available makes Kerr’s achievement as a naturalist the more remarkable. This 
book should become a minor classic of natural history; it is to be hoped that its appeal 
will be as widespread as it certainly deserves. It is well produced and well illustrated. 


(574.989) 
Botany 


UNCOMMON WILD FLOWERS I. John Hutchinson. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 
256 pages. 32 photographs. 203 drawings. Bibliography. Keys to names of 
wild flowers. Glossary. Indexes. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 


The third volume on British wild flowers specially written for this series by Dr. 
Hutchinson, who was for many years Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. 
It describes some of the species found in the more remote parts of Britain, as well as 
less common plants in other areas. The inclusion of a considerable number of species 
which have been introduced, or which grow in Britain as escapes from cultivation, 
gives this book a wide appeal overseas, while the good drawings and concise descrip- 
tions, backed by the author’s own keys, help towards identification. The notes on 
distribution, etc., are not always strictly accurate, but the book remains a most useful 
guide at a very low price. The superb photographs of Scottish alpines and other 
interesting plants, by Robert Adam, of Edinburgh, are indeed worth the cost of the 
entire volume. (581.942) 
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PLANT HUNTERS IN THE ANDES. T. Harper Goodspeed. Robert Hale, 


21s. sR8. 443 pages. Frontispiece and 96 illustrations. Endpaper maps. 
Index. 


This fascinating book describes the expeditions to the Andes and other parts of Chile 
and Peru of the author, his wife and friends, in search of plants for the University of 
California. The whole of the western side of South America and the southern part 
of the Atlantic side were covered by the party in a series of expeditions; every means of 
travel was used, every type of terrain covered. But this account is far more than a 
botanist’s description of rare plants and their habitats, for the peoples and towns of the 
countries traversed are dealt with, often in some detail, and illustrated with brilliant 
photographs—in fact, it is perhaps a pity that more of the plants themselves are not 
shown ! Noris the narrative confined to the author’s own adventures, for the stories of 
other collectors, searching, sometimes successfully, for the same species, provide a 
background against which the achievement of this long series of remarkable expedi- 
tions is seen in truer perspective. (581.98) 


FLOWERS OF THE MEADOW. Geoffrey Grigson. Penguin Books, 3s. 
sC8. 36 pages of text. 24 colour plates by Robin Tanner. (King Penguin 
Books) 

The fourth of the King Penguin series to deal with British wild flowers, this charming 

little book maintains the high standard of its predecessors. The scholarly and yet 

eminently popular essay by one of the best known writers on flowers (as well as on a 

wide variety of other subjects) introduces a selection of plates which include the com- 

mon and universal as well as the curious and rare among meadow flowers, which in 

Britain, with her intensive cultivation of grassland, are perhaps less numerous, though 

not less various, than those of Continental Europe. The plates, too, are decorative as 

well as informative, and the appearance and lay-out of the book are beyond reproach. 
(582.13) 

A BOOK OF MOSSES. Paul Richards. Penguin Books, 3s. sC8. 40 pages of 
text. 16 colour plates. 3 figures. Notes on plates. 

[his is a most charming book. Professor Richards’s text first gives an account of the 

classification and life-history of mosses, and then goes on to deal with many of the 

more common species in Britain, with notes on their collection and identification. 

The colour plates are taken from Johannes Hedwig’s Descriptio . . . muscorum frondos- 

orum (published in Leipzig, 1787-97) and illustrate a wide range of forms and their 

details. There are few popular books on mosses and certainly none which combines so 
erudite and expert a text with such beautiful illustrations. The whole is beautifully 

printed and produced. (588.2) 


Zoology 

THE LITTORAL FAUNA OF GREAT BRITAIN. A Handbook for Collectors. 
N. B. Eales. Foreword by the late Stanley Kemp. 2nd edition. Cambridge 
University Press, 20s. D8. 323 pages. 25 plates. 111 text figures. Bibliography. 
Appendix. Glossary. Index. 


This excellent book was first published in 1939, and the appearance of a new edition is 
most welcome. The very nature of Britain’s geographical position and the great length 
of her varied coastline have made this country a storehouse of littoral fauna of every 
type, and this book therefore covers a large proportion of the material found on the 
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other coasts of Europe. While intended for the serious student, it is none the less 
sufficiently clear and simple to be used by the amateur collector, especially one who is 
prepared to do a little close examination of material found between tidemarks. The 
various groups are dealt with in turn, the major ones having several chapters each. 
Good, simple keys help towards identification, and there are excellent line drawings 
and detailed descriptions of species. Altogether this is a really valuable addition to the 
biologist’s library, and it should be of great interest to those who teach as well as to 
the student of biology, especially in northern and western Europe. The author is 
Lecturer in Zoology in the University of Reading. (591.942) 


WILD ANIMALS IN BRITAIN. Oliver G. Pike. Macmillan, 18s. sR8. 
243 pages. 8 colour plates. 79 illustrations. Indexes. 
An addition to a series already containing books on Trees, Flowers, Birds, and Dogs, 
this is a good general guide to the mammals, reptiles and amphibians of the British 
Isles. The author is a widely experienced naturalist and photographer whose books, 
especially about birds, are known all over the world, and many of his fine photographs 
are seen here. The text is based not only on the author’s wide experience, but also on 
that of other naturalists and the result is a well-balanced, reasonably up-to-date 
account of the larger British fauna. In a country such as Britain, few different species 
have survived but those which remain are common, sometimes with sub-specific 
differences, to many other parts of the world, and the book should therefore interest a 
large overseas public. (591.942) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 


Inventions and Patents 
INVENTIONS, PATENTS AND MONOPOLY. Peter Meinhardt. Foreword 
by James Mould. 2nd edition. Stevens & Sons, 30s. D8. 336 pages. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 
Three important statutes have recently been passed, namely, the Patents Act, 1949, the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices (Inquiry & Control) Act, 1948, and the Develop- 
ment of Inventions Act, 1948, and this book is a concise descriptive work on these and 
other statutes which make up the law of patents in Great Britain. It is intended not only 
for the use of legal practitioners but also to serve the needs of industrialists, commer- 
cialists and economists. The author, who has been careful to omit intricate or moot 
legal points, deals with the subject in three parts: inventors and inventions, patent law 
and practice and the abuse of patent monopoly. Mr. James Mould, x.c., who contri- 
butes the foreword, is an authority on the subject. (608) 


Medicine and Surgery 

CONVENTION ON SOCIAL AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE BETWEEN 
THE BRUSSELS TREATY POWERS, Paris, 7th November, 1949 and the 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENT TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE CON- 
VENTION [With Annexes], Brussels, 17th April, 1950. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 6d. sR8. 22 pages. Paper bound. (Miscellaneous No. 6 (1950); 
Command Paper 7973) 

The text (in English and French) of the Convention concluded between Belgium 

France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
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Northern Ireland; the Governments agree that each of the Contracting Parties under- 
takes that nationals of the other Contracting Parties, who are lawfully resident in any 
part of its territory to which the Convention applies, and who are without sufficient 
resources, shall be entitled, equally with its own nationals and on the same conditions, 
to social and medical assistance provided by the legislation in force in that part of its 
territory, with the exception of non-contributory pensions and payments made by 
virtue of special legislation providing assistance for old, infirm or unemployed persons. 
The Convention is followed by the Supplementary Agreement, Annex I of which 
sets forth the legislative measures relating to medical and social assistance under which 
the sick in mind or body, the old, the infirm or incurable, women during pregnancy, 
confinement or the nursing period, and children may benefit. (610.631) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN CHEMOTHERAPY. Vol. I. G. M. Findlay. 
3rd edition. Churchill, 36s. D8. 634 pages. Tables. Diagrams. References. 
Subject and author index. 


Since the last edition of this book appeared in 1939, rapid advances have been made in 
chemotherapy. Its extended and now vast scope in the medical and surgical field have 
necessitated the division of this edition into four volumes. In the first volume the author, 
who is the editor of Abstracts of World Medicine and of Abstracts of World Surgery, 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, has dealt with the chemotherapy of scabies and of helmin- 
thic and protozoal diseases with the exception of malaria, each section being fully 
provided with references. A standard text-book embodying general findings and 
special applications in chemotherapy has long been awaited; volume 1 of this work 
promises that the full text will fulfil this need. (615.1) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO PATHOLOGY. G. Payling Wright. Longmans, 
Green, 30s. D8. 579 pages. Illustrations. References. Index. 
The Professor of Pathology, Guy’s Hospital Medical School, basing this Introduction 
on his lectures to undergraduates, emphasizes the importance for them of an under- 
standing of the mechanisms underlying disease processes, which aspect of pathology, 
since clinical pathology has become so important a factor in diagnosis, there is a ten- 
dency to underrate. Professor Payling Wright relates by careful documentation and 
explanation the general principles of current pathological practice to fundamental 
work on various aspects of the subject, and thus hopes to prepare those who are now 
students to take advantage of the medical discoveries of the future. He stresses his 
two-fold approach to the study of disease, first by aetiology, and then by the exposition 
of pathology in terms of biology and physiology. The historical background adds 
interest to this very thorough text-book. (616) 


ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHY. A Symposium on its Various Aspects. 
Edited by Denis Hill and Geoffrey Parr. Foreword by Professor E. D. 
Adrian. Macdonald, 78s. C4. 438 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Charts. 
Appendices. Glossary. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The development of the technique of electroencephalography during and since the 

war years owes in considerable measure its high standing to the work of the six con- 

tributors to this impressive symposium. The foreword is followed by a general intro- 
duction, and chapters on Recording Equipment, Technique and Interpretation by 

W. Grey Walter, who later in the volume also writes on Normal Rhythms and Epi- 

lepsy. D. Whitteridge deals with physiology, M. E. Heppenstall and G. D. Greville 

with biochemistry, and the latter with pharmacology also. After Grey Walter’s 
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chapter on the electroencephalographic changes in epilepsy, come W. A. Cobb’s 
thorough reviews of the use of the encephalogram in the diagnosis of intracranial 
tumours and cerebral trauma. This section of the symposium is completed by Denis 
Hill’s comprehensive summary of its application to psychiatry. There are five appen- 
dices on such practical matters as setting up an E.E.G. laboratory, portable equipment, 
analysis of E.E.G. wave forms, and criteria of abnormality, a glossary, and a most 
useful bibliography covering the ficld to the end of 1946. The symposium is out- 
standing for the value of its various contributions to a knowledge of neuropsychiatry 
and as a reference book it is very well produced. (616.8075) 


A NEW APPROACH TO THE TREATMENT OF BURNS AND SCALDS. 
Leonard Colebrook. Fine Technical Publications, 12s.6d. D8. 174 pages. 
Illustrations. Plans. References. Index. 


Dr. Colebrook here describes the aseptic technique used to prevent the secondary 
infection of burns, which, as Director of the Medical Research Council Burns Unit, he 
developed at the Royal Infirmary, Glasgow, and later at the Birmingham Accident 
Hospital. In this practical monograph he stresses the need for Burns Centres and in 
three valuable chapters discusses their planning, layout and staffing. Air Hygiene in 
Dressing Rooms for Burns and Major Wounds, a paper by Bourdillon and Colebrook 
from the Lancet describing the special system of ventilation installed in the Burns 
Unit of the Birmingham Accident Hospital is usefully reprinted here. The book is 
adequately illustrated, a special feature being the mounted plan of a Burns Treatment 
Block. (617.11) 


MODERN TRENDS IN ORTHOPAEDICS. Edited by Sir Harry Platt. 
Butterworth, 45s. R8. 505 pages. Illustrations. Tables. References. Index. 
(Modern Trends Series) 


The sixth book in this series is edited by the Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery in the 
University of Manchester. In it he has presented fourteen essays by specialists who 
discuss the various aspects in the field of diagnosis and treatment of the injuries and 
diseases of the locomotor system. The wide scope of the discussion is indicated by the 
titles of the chapter headings, such as Fracture Treatment; Tuberculosis of the Bones 
and Joints; Congenital Deformities of the Spine and Limbs; Paralysis; Injuries of 
Muscles and Tendons. The text is well produced and amply illustrated with photo- 
graphs and radiographs. The orthopaedic surgeon will find this book of great interest 
and value especially when considering not only the diagnostic and therapeutic approach 
but also the humanistic aspect of the subject. (617.3) 


POSTGRADUATE OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY, I9§0. F. J. 


Browne. Butterworth, sos. R8. $50 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. References. 
Index. 


The main substance of this book consists of material selected from lectures given to 
doctors specializing in obstetrics and gynaecology by the author, who is Emeritus 
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology in the University of London and now senior 
Lecturer in Obstetrics at the Postgraduate Medical School of London. The subjects 
discussed are selective and those omitted are already dealt with in the author's previous 
book, Antenatal and Postnatal Care. The last three chapters on pre-operative and 
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post-operative care, post-operative complications in obstetrics and gynaecology and on 
blood transfusion have been contributed by the surgeon, Mr. J. C. McClure Browne. 

(618) 
Engineering: Mechanical 


GREAT ENGINES AND THEIR INVENTORS. The Story of Machine Power. 


G. S. Ranshaw. Burke Publishing Co., 10s.6d. D8. 212 pages. Frontispiece. 
Plates. Tables. Diagrams. 


Written in non-technical language (and at times in modern vernacular) this book 
takes the reader, young or old, a long way into the development and principles of a 
wide range of heat engines, a range that extends from the humble early steam engine 
to the almost futuristic atom engine. (621.09) 


INTRODUCTION TO ELECTRON OPTICS. The Production, Propagation 
and Focusing of Electron Beams. V. E. Cosslett. 2nd edition. Oxford 
University Press, 27s.6d. sR8. 310 pages. 8 plates. 155 figures. Diagrams. 
Tables. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 


Various types of electrostatic and magnetic electron lenses and mirrors are described, 
their practical significance indicated and the aberrations discussed both from the 
theoretical and practical points of view. Various methods of producing electron beams 
are then described, and the rest of the book is a review of practical instruments utilizing 
electron beams and lenses. The theoretical treatment is on classical lines and is well 
within the scope of the average honours physics student for whom this book is 
primarily intended, the physics principles involved being clearly explained. In the 
appendix, an outline is given of the Hamiltonian method as applied to electron optics. 
New material is included in this second edition in the form of notes. (621.381) 


WIRELESS SIMPLY EXPLAINED. W. R. Hallows. Chapman & Hall, 10s.6d. 
C8. 302 pages. Diagrams. Index. 
This is not just another book on elementary radio technique, but is claimed to bridge 
the gap between what the author calls the “wireless without tears’ work and the text- 
book. In this it succeeds admirably. An excellent point is that the author does not claim 
to avoid the use of mathematics; but he so simplifies his explanations and calculations 
that he demands no more than the ordinary school mathematics achieved by most, and 
yet he manages to cover the field of ‘wireless’ and to leave no obvious gaps. Himself 
a Chartered Electrical Engineer, Mr. Hallows has already written two similar books on 
Radar and Television. The present volume should have come first in the logical order 
and is fully up to the standard of the others, but it goes further in that it is a preparation 
for more extensive reading in the orthodox text-books. (621.384) 


RADIO SERVICING EQUIPMENT. E. J. G. Lewis. Chapman & Hall, 25s. D8. 
383 pages. 194 figures. Appendices (tables and bibliography). Index. 
The object of this book is to provide radio service engineers with a sound working 
knowledge of their test gear to enable them to get the utmost service from it. It deals 
with radio test and servicing gear from voltmetres to cathode ray oscillographs and 
frequency modulators. Emphasis is on practice, and enough detail is given for students 
to make experimental gear for themselves. Contemporary commercial instruments 
are illustrated pictorially and by circuit diagrams. The book can be recommended for 
candidates sitting for practical examinations in radio servicing. (621.3843) 
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SAFETY OF MACHINE TOOLS AND OTHER PLANT. No. I. DRILLING 
MACHINES: FENCING OF SPINDLES, CHUCKS AND TOOLS. 4th 
edition. Ministry of Labour and National Service: Factory Department. 
H.M. Stationery Office, ts. sR8. 16 pages. 17 illustrations including plates. 
Paper bound. 

For many years it has been the practice to provide secure fencing for the upper parts of 

drilling machine spindles, but the numerous accidents caused by the lower parts of the 

spindles, and by chucks and tools, show that protection for these parts is also necessary, 
and it is this aspect which is stressed in the seventeen illustrations that comprise this 
booklet (which also includes illustrations of guards suitable when using tapping attach- 
ments and for radial drilling machines). Continued experience and experiment have 
shown that many of the earlier practical difficulties in obtaining secure fencing can 

be and have been overcome. (621.9) 

——Bridges 

AN INTRODUCTION TO DISTRIBUTION METHODS OF STRUCTURAL 
ANALYSIS. R. W. Steed. Pitman, 12s.6d. D8. 123 pages. Tables. Diagrams. 

This book consists of a series of worked examples of simple, one and two dimensional 

frameworks, in which, except for Chapter 1, the Moment Distribution Method is 

used. There are four chapters covering Built-in Beams; Moment Distribution, Con- 
tinuous Frames; Moment Distribution, Portal Frames; and Redundant Pin-jointed 

Frames. Anyone who works conscientiously through this book will be in a position to 

solve similar examples, but a heuristic treatment of the subject would be considerably 

more helpful. It would enable those interested who understand the process to apply 
it wherever applicable. The author is a lecturer in engineering at King’s College, 

London. (624.2011) 

——Roads 

SNOW FENCES. H. LI. D. Pugh for the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research: Road Research Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 
1s.od. sR8. 90 pages. 2 plates. 66 figures. References. Appendix. Paper 
bound. (Road Research Technical Paper No. 19) 

Experience in countries subject to heavy snowfalls has shown that in situations where 

the lie of the land is favourable it is possible, by erecting “snow fences’, to prevent the 

formation of deep drifts on carriageways, and thereby to avoid blockage and reduce the 
labour of clearance. Little attention has, however, been given to the subject in Britain, 
and as a preliminary to considering the need for research into snow fences a survey of 
the literature has been undertaken. This paper largely reproduces the result of that 
survey; it describes general practices followed abroad in the design and use of snow 
fences and reviews the experiments that have been undertaken to determine the prin- 
ciples governing their performance. General conclusions are made which are intended 
to guide authoritics in Britain who may wish to try the method for themselves. An 

appendix discusses the mechanics of snow drifting. (625.79) 

——Waterworks 

WATER SUPPLY TODAY. John Bowman. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. D8. 
142 pages. 16 plates. 80 figures. Bibliography. Index. (The Pageant of 
Progress) 

Intended for those with no previous knowledge of the subject, this work, by a former 

City Water Engineer, Edinburgh, sets out to describe the processes by which water is 
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brought to the user. Successive chapters deal with the sources of water, its conveyance, 
purification, pumping, distribution, supply to houses and factories, and with the use 
of water power. The treatment throughout is concise and non-technical, and the 
illustrations are clear. The book will be useful to junior students. (628.1) 


Agriculture Gardening 


AGRICULTURE IN SCOTLAND. The Report of the Department of 
Agriculture for Scotland for 1949. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 3s. 
sR8. 108 pages. Tables. Appendices. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7950) 

The shortage of rain in 1949 resulted in poor root crops and pastures that were quite 

burnt up in some parts of the country; apart from the weather the year was not one 

of unprecedented events in the agricultural world but rather a year of steady develop- 
ment along lines of policy which will enable a stable and prosperous agricultural 
industry to play its part in the national recovery. The report covers agricultural 
executive committees; economic policy, prices and subsidies; production and market- 
ing; estate management and land settlement; land utilization; land tenure and improve- 
ment; crop improvement; livestock improvement; rural and highland development; 
research, education, advisory services and publicity; labour; feeding-stuffs; pest 
control; machinery, transport and supply of materials; and miscellaneous administra- 
tive services. An appendix lists the principal Acts and Orders made during 1949 which 
affect Scottish agriculture. (630.941) 


FARMER'S PROGRESS. A Guide to Farming. George Henderson. Faber & 
Faber, 10s.6d. D8. 230 pages. 17 illustrations. Index. 


Mr. Henderson’s first book, The Farming Ladder, told the story of his early experiences 
as a townsman who took to farming. Here, the acquired wisdom of his long experience 
provides a book full of advice and encouragement for those who would follow suit. 
Farming is considered as an art, a craft, and a business; the management of the farm 
itself and of its livestock (with which Mr. Henderson is mainly concerned) are dis- 
cussed. Much practical advice on many aspects of farming is to be found here, but 
perhaps the outstanding feature of the book is the author’s love of his profession and 
his absence of any false ideas about its easy future. Here is realism, backed by experience 
and deep faith in the permanent and satisfying nature of a world-wide way of life. 
(631.1) 
TRACTORS ON THE FARM. H. J. Hine. 4th edition. Farmer & Stockbreeder, 
7s.6d. C8. 232 pages. 72 photographs. 111 diagrams. Index. 
Advances in agricultural mechanization are so rapid that a new edition of such a book 
as this is more than usually welcome. The fact that tractors of widely different types 
are used to a greater comparative extent in Britain than anywhere else, makes this a 
reference book of virtually world-wide interest. It is completely up to date, and deals 
with everything from the largest track-laying machine to the smallest of the popular 
new ‘walking’ tractors and motor-hoes. Chapters dealing with accessories, work- 
shops and choosing and driving the tractor make it also a useful handbook in countries 
where mechanization is comparatively new, while the notes on choice, use and 
maintenance of machines are as clear as they are authoritative. Well illustrated and 
cleanly turned out, this book is excellent value and should be read wherever mech- 
anized farming is practised. The author is technical adviser on machinery to the Ministry 
of Agriculture. (631.372) 
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SILOS AND SILAGE. H. Ian Moore. 2nd edition. Farmer & Stockbreeder 
Publications, 10s.6d. D8. 116 pages. 27 photographs. 8 diagrams. 15 tables. 
Appendix. Index. 


First published in 1941, this book deals with a subject to which more and more farmers 
everywhere are turning their attention. Dr. Moore here summarizes the most up-to- 
date knowledge and makes it available in a form that any farmer or student can well 
understand. Various aspects of making and using silage; the growing of crops for 
silage, and its feeding to stock; types of silo, and costs of production are all dealt with, 
while a series of tables gives information on technical details about the material itself. 
In an appendix possible queries as to various problems are answered, and the illus- 
trations also cover many technical points. This book should be of very wide use 
wherever silage-making is practised. (633.3) 


DOWN THE GARDEN PATH. Beverley Nichols. Pan Books, 2s. in the 
United Kingdom; 1s.6d. elsewhere. sC8. 253 pages. Paper bound. 
This book, which had a great vogue when originally published in 1932, was perhaps 
the first of a number in which literary men described their reactions to, and experiences 
of, a life in the country. Although the wit and charm of the author’s style still make it a 
most readable book, many will perhaps find it an irritating example of the literature of 
the unrealistic period between the two world wars. It gives, however, a fairly faithful 
picture of the life of these adventitious residents of the English countryside, and has a 
certain amount of intetest for the amateur gardener. (635.9) 


MORLEY 'S DAIRY FARMERS’ ENCYCLOPEDIA. Alan Morley. Fore- 
word by John Hammond. Andrew George Elliot: Right Way Books, ss. 
C8. 240 pages. 27 illustrations. 11 drawings in text. Tables. 3 appendices. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This is a straightforward book for information and reference, intended to cover the 

needs of the young or student farmer, or the practical man who, while no longer being 

content with knowledge handed on by word of mouth, has not the time to read long 
specialized books. All aspects of milk and milk-production are discussed in a series of 
chapters, while others deal with the breeding of cattle and every aspect of husbandry. 

A chapter on the feeding of non-milking beasts for beef is valuable, and feeding in 

general comes in for a good deal of attention. There are useful reading lists at the ends 

of the chapters, and the book is adequately illustrated; it is also remarkably inexpensive. 
(637.03) 
The Household 


HARVEST. Vol. 2. THE HOUSEHOLD. Edited by Vincent Stuart. Castle 
Press, 10s.6d. C4. 82 pages. 16 plates. 8 line drawings. 
In this volume the theme of the household is interpreted widely and treated from 
many points of view in essays by various contributors. The first of these deals with the 
history of the family as it can be gathered from sculpture, statistics and the English 
domestic novelists. Another subject is the part played by the travelling tradesman and 
carrier in the family life of the village before the days of easy transport. The charac- 
teristic English love of gardening is traced from Norman times until the vegetable 
garden became the important factor in social and economic history during the late 
war. The Victorian household where the butler and the housekeeper reigned supreme, 
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and the servant problems of some great ladies in the eighteenth century; the history 
of the use of domestic china in the household, and the paintings of domestic interiors, 
show the household from other points of view. There are articles on the working 
man’s home and the caravan homes of the gipsies. The last essay is philosophical and 
discusses psychologically the individual man not so much as master of his house as of 
himself. Several poems and reproductions of well-known pictures amplify the theme 
of the book which, in spite of its serious treatment, is shown to have qualities both of 
wit and humour. (640) 


Transportation 


REPORT BY THE WORKING PARTY ON INCREASED MECHANISATION 
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM PORTS. Ministry of Transport. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 4d. sR8. 16 pages. Paper bound. 

The terms of reference of the Working Party, appointed in November 1948, were ‘to 

make a comprehensive review of the possibilities of increased mechanization in the 

ports of the United Kingdom, with special attention to the handling of timber im- 

ports; to make a study of the use of mechanical handling equipment in foreign ports; 

and to make recommendations in respect of the possibilities of increased mechanization 
in the ports of the United Kingdom, including the extent to which provision of such 
increased mechanization will be beneficial to port operations by obtaining a speedier 
turn-round of shipping, by the more expeditious handling of goods through the ports, 
and by the more economic use of the labour force’. The Working Party visited sixteen 
ports in the United Kingdom as well as Antwerp and Rotterdam. (656) 


Manufactures 


PAPER BASE LAMINATES. S. E. Sorrell. Cleaver-Hume Press, 12s.6d. C8. 
223 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. (Cleaver-Hume 
Books on Plastics) 


A good technologist in his time absorbs from books, scientific journals and from 
personal experience a mass of valuable information relevant to his particular industry. 
What more natural than that he should arrange this material in a systematic form and 
publish it. S. E. Sorrell has done this in Paper Base Laminates and has thus provided the 
student technologist in the plastics laminate industry with a handy and up-to-date 
reference book. One can regard these tough materials as being cither fibres bonded 
with plastic or plastics reinforced with fibre; they occupy a no-man’s-land between 
the paper-making and the plastics industries. In covering this territory Mr. Sorrell 
deals with the paper itself, the resin, the impregnation of the paper, the laminating 
process, the fabrication of laminates together with their physical properties and methods 
of testing. (676) 


THE STANDARD HANDBOOK OF TEXTILES. A. J. Hall. 3rd edition, 
revised. National Trade Press, 21s. D8. 326 pages. 228 illustrations and 
figures. Index. 

To the third edition of this book on the Textile industry in Britain information on 

new fibres (including synthetic fibres such as nylon) and processes, accompanied by 

diagrams, has been added. This is essentially a general book; it is insufficiently detailed 

for the student. (677.028) 
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Building 
ASPHALTE IN MODERN BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. G. J. Hancock. 
Edited by A. A. Chant and F. E. Drury. George Newnes, 30s. M8. 
230 pages. Frontispiece. 16s illustrations. Tables. Appendices. Index. 
Written from a thoroughly practical standpoint the book gives detailed information on 
the nature, composition, manufacture and uses of mastic asphalte, the technique of 
asphalting and the testing of the product. It is addressed to the architect and engineer as 
well as to the asphalter. The illustrated examples of structural detail and the chapter 
devoted to the measurement and specification of asphalte work are of particular 


interest. (691.9) 
FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


CLUNIAC ART OF THE ROMANESQUE PERIOD. Joan Evans. Cambridge 
University Press, 70s. M4. 170 pages. Frontispiece and 209 plates. List of 
plates. Bibliography. Index. 

This further study of Cluniac art in France follows the author’s Romanesque Architec- 

ture of the Order of Cluny (1938). In her earlier book Dr. Joan Evans studied the archi- 

tectural plans of the Cluniac houses (which at one time comprised 1,450 priories); 
in the present volume she examines the iconography and ornamental features of the 
carving and manuscript illumination which was carried out under monastic direction 
during the great days of the Order. Part I is an account of the development of Cluniac 
art from the tenth to the twelfth centuries, especially under Abbot Hugh of Semur 
(1049-1109). In Part II an analysis is given of the types of ornament—foliage, animals, 
grotesque figures, etc.—which were derived from classical sources, and from illumi- 
nated manuscripts produced outside the Cluniac monasteries. Part III elucidates the 
iconographical meaning and derivation of Cluniac ornament, especially that found in 
the manuscripts produced in the scriptoria (monastic studios), but the influence of 
liturgical drama and other literary sources is also examined. The section of plates at the 
end of the book contains more than 400 separate illustrations of decorative detail. 

Besides tracing in close detail the artistic achievements of one of the great monastic 

orders of the Middle Ages, this book offers valuable suggestions for the general study 

of medieval art such as the influence of graphic over other art, and the survival of 
ornamental motifs, sometimes dating back to classical times, in manuscript illumina- 
tion. Dr. Joan Evans is a well-known writer on art history who has held several 

academic positions in the University of Oxford. (704.9482) 


RELIGIOUS ART FROM THE TWELFTH TO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 
Emile Male. Translated from the French. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 30s. 
IM8. 208 pages. 48 plates. List of plates. Index. 


This book consists of a selection, made by the author, of the most important passages 
from the original French edition, published in four volumes between 1931-41. It is 
divided into four parts corresponding with the previous volumes: Religious Art of 
the Twelfth Century, Religious Art of the Thirteenth Century, Religious Art of the 
Waning Middle Ages, Religious Art after the Council of Trent. This concise English 
edition is inevitably a little disjointed, but it provides a useful summary of religious 
art from the exquisite Gothic sculpture at Chartres and Vézelay to the baroque 
exuberance of Bernini’s Rome in the seventeenth century. The title is slightly mis- 
leading as the author confines himself mainly to France and Italy, and the last section 
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particularly suffers from the almost complete exclusion of any mention of German 
art—the country which produced many of the finest achievements in baroque art. 
(704.9482) 
SOUTH AFRICAN ASSOCIATION OF ARTS: ANNUAL REPORT FOR 
1949. South African Association of Arts (Cape Town), gratis. D8. 56 pages. 
Plate. 
The South African Association of Arts, through its central organization and provincial 
branches, exists to promote the better understanding and support of all the arts in 
southern Africa. Activities during the year included the organization of an overseas 
exhibition of South African art, a campaign for building theatres for ‘straight’ drama 
in the towns, a survey of music facilities, and a project to make colour films on art for 
showing in country districts. The Report is published in English and Afrikaans within 
the one volume. (706.268) 
Landscape Architecture: Trees 
TREES FOR TOWN AND COUNTRY. Prepared for the Association for 
Planning and Regional Reconstruction by Brenda Colvin and Jacqueline 
Tyrwhitt. 2nd edition. Lund Humphries, 25s. D4. 132 pages. 60 photographs. 
Line drawings by S. R. Badmin. Bibliography. List of trees. Index. Illus- 
trated endpapers. 
The new edition of this beautiful book contains a number of fresh photographs and 
has a revised introduction. The sixty trees dealt with are considered from the point of 
view of the landscape architect and town planner, and with particular reference to 
Britain, and, if the choice of species is sometimes hard to understand, there is no doubt 
that the book should serve a useful purpose, besides being very attractive in itself. 
The endpapers, which are new, show drawings of the trees all to the same scale, while 
the fine line drawings of trees in winter, and their details, are most attractive. It is a 
pity that the quality of some of the photographs is below the standard of the book 
generally, while not all of them show typical examples. (715.2) 


Architecture 


SWITZERLAND BUILDS. Its Native and Modern Architecture. G. E. 
Kidder Smith. Introduction by Dr. Siegfried Giedion. Architectural Press, 
42s. SD4. 234 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Bibliography. Index of architects, 

This delightful book, which is printed in Sweden, is jointly published by the Archi- 

tectural Press, London, and Albert Bonnier of New York and Stockholm. The author, 

a young American architect with a world reputation for his brilliant photography, 

analyses the remarkably rich and varied vernacular building types of the country and 

then proceeds to examine the whole field of modern Swiss architecture which is a 

logical expression of this admirable native tradition. Nearly s00 superb illustrations 

are provided, a short bibliography and a list of those contemporary architects whose 
work is depicted. Dr. Giedion, the eminent art and architectural critic, has written an 
introduction which those unfamiliar with the curious medieval democratic confedera- 

tion of Switzerland will find most helpful. (720.9494) 


INSIDE THE PUB. Maurice Gorham and H. McG. Dunnett. Drawings in 
colour by Gordon Cullen. Architectural Press, 18s. sC4. 138 pages. 147 
illustrations, including 5 in colour by Gordon Cullen. Bibliography. Index. 

The ‘pub’ (i.e. the public house, or tavern), that essentially English institution, has 

lately returned to a highly respectable place in the life of the community after a period 
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of social ostracism. So far its rise in status has not been accompanied by any corre- 
sponding improvement in design, though in pre-war years there was a good deal of 
false good taste scen in the newest buildings. This book, based on a recent issue of the 
Architectural Review, has been compiled for architects, publicans, brewers, decorators, 
bar-fitters and other craftsmen—in fact for everyone interested, whether professionally 
or otherwise, in the appearance of public house interiors. Of the two authors, Maurice 
Gorham concerns himself with the historical side and H. McG. Dunnett examines the 
functional and decorative aspects. There are countless diagrams, plans and photographs, 
as well as reproductions after Cruikshank, Rowlandson, ‘Phiz’ and modern illustra- 
tors. The object of it all is to show how traditional pub character can be retained in 
contemporary settings. (725.72) 


THE ENGLISH CATHEDRALS. Photographed by Herbert Felton. Text by 
John Harvey. Batsford, 18s. D8. 111 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 175 illus- 


trations. 12 drawings and diagrams in text. Notes. Bibliographical note. 
Index. 


Herbert Felton, one of the best of contemporary photographers of architecture, and 
John Harvey, an accepted authority on medieval England and an original and lively 
writer, have combined in producing an excellent survey of the English cathedrals. 
Indeed this book may well prove to be the most useful work of a general nature on the 
subject, being particularly valuable in providing a clear picture of the Gothic archi- 
tecture of England against the background of Europe and the Middle Ages. The 
illustrations include many photographs, mostly full page and including both general 
views and special architectural features. There are also a number of line drawings and 
the text is supplemented by historical and descriptive notes on each cathedral. 
(726.650942) 
ENGLISH CATHEDRALS. Foreword by Geoffrey Grigson. Photographs and 
introduction by Martin Hiirlimann. Descriptive text by Peter Meyer. 
Thames & Hudson, 30s. M4. 48 pages of text. 166 plates. Plans in text. 
Geoffrey Grigson has written a foreword to this English edition of a book recently 
published i in Switzerland, in which seventeen of England’ s greatest churches have been 
very skilfully photographed by Martin Hiirlimann. The latter, expert critic as well as 
fine photographer, and one thoroughly accustomed to medieval architecture of the 
Continent, also contributes a short historical survey containing many interesting 
comments on these splendid buildings, while Dr. Peter Meyer, the art historian, 
supplies descriptive notes on each, It is refreshing to read a detached appreciation of 
the English cathedrals, about which some may think rather too much has been said 
in the past hundred years by native authorities. The text has been well translated 
from the German. (726.650942) 


Drawing 

THE DRAWINGS OF JOHN LEECH. June Rose. Art & Technics, 8s.6d. lF4. 
96 pages including 60 pages of illustrations. Select bibliography. (English 
Masters of Black and White) 

John Leech (1817-64) has a well-deserved reputation as one of the best book illustra- 

tors of mid-nineteenth century Victorian England. The special flavour of the early 

Punch volumes (this famous weckly magazine was founded in 1841) owes much to 

Leech’s humorous portrayal of the foibles and fashions of the middle class then rising 

to industrial prosperity. Copious reproductions from some of Leech’s best work— 
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Dickens’s Christmas Carol, the hunting novels of R. S. Surtees, R. H. Barham’s 
Ingoldsby Legends, as well as his illustrations for periodicals, the Illustrated London News, 
Punch, etc.—are included in this volume, which has a 27-page critical and biographical 
introduction. Leech’s double appeal as a book illustrator and social commentator is well 
brought out; in the author’s final words “he captures the quintessence of the Victorian 
spirit’. (741.91) 
Painting 
JOHN CONSTABLE’S CLOUDS. Kurt Badt. Translated from the German by 
Stanley Godman. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 12s.6d. D8. 101 pages. 8 plates. 
A study of one group of paintings by the English artist John Constable (1776-1837)— 
the cloud paintings of 1821-2. Dr. Badt shows that these studies were based on an 
essay by Luke Howard, a Fellow of the Royal Society, London, On the Modification 
of Clouds published in 1820. In this pioneer work, which attracted Goethe’s attention, 
Howard established the first systematic analysis of cloud-forms. Dr. Badt shows that 
Constable also knew Howard’s work and made a close study of cloud formations in 
different types of weather before embarking on the paintings of 1821-2. Constable’s 
clouds have a far higher degree of meteorological accuracy than any previous painter, 
with the exception perhaps of the Norwegian Johann Dahl (1788-1857) and the 
German Karl Blechen (1798-1840), both leaders of the German romantic school of 
painting. Dr. Badt’s analysis, though mainly confined to the meteorological aspect, 
presents a new approach to Constable’s painting and to the general question of natural- 
ism in art. The interrelation of science and art, a well-recognized phenomenon at the 


time of the Renaissance but less obvious in later periods, is also emphasized in this 
stimulating book. (759.207) 


THE COMPLETE WORK OF PAOLO UCCELLO. John Pope-Hennessy. 
Phaidon Press, 30s. IM4. 173 pages. 175 reproductions including folding 
and colour plates. Catalogue raisonné. Appendices. Index. 

The Florentine painter Uccello (1397-1475) has long been regarded as one of the 

great pioncers in the study of perspective His surviving pictures are few in number, 

but of the utmost importance in the history of painting. In this handsomely produced 
volume all the paintings and drawings by, or from the workshop of, Uccello are 
reproduced and described in the Catalogue. Two appendices contain surveys of the 
lost works, and of the paintings and drawings attributed to Uccello but rejected by the 
present author. A 31-page introduction contains the historical data connected with 

Uccello, an analysis of his style and a description of his works, the latter including the 

hauntingly beautiful Night Hunt (in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford), one of the 

most ‘romantic’ pictures of the quattrocento, which is reproduced in a folding colour 
plate and in detail. Mr. Pope-Hennessy, who is a Deputy Keeper at the Victoria and 

Albert Museum, London, is a well-known expert on Italian art having written or 

edited many books on this subject. (759.505) 


Engraving 

WILLIAM BLAKE'S ENGRAVINGS. Edited, with an introduction, by 
Geoffrey Keynes. Faber & Faber, 30s. C4. 30 pages. 143 plates. List of plates. 
Index. 


This book deals with one aspect of the many-sided activity of the famous English 
engraver and mystic poet William Blake (1757-1827): his engravings and etchings on 
metal-plates and wood-blocks. Except where otherwise stated, it reproduces the greater 
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part of Blake’s engraved work in the original sizes. The prints of Songs of Innocence and 
Experience and Thornton's Virgil are made from electrotypes of the original copper- 
plates, and the endpapers are taken from the famous 1810 engraving of the Canterbury 
Pilgrims. In his introduction Mr. Keynes, a leading authority on Blake, discusses, 
among other points, some of the problems connected with the correct dating of 
Blake's engravings. (769.2) 
Photography 
MANUAL OF THE MINIATURE CAMERA. Edited by T. L. J. Bentley. 
3rd edition, revised. George Newnes, 12s.6d. D8. 264 pages. Illustrations. 
Bibliography. Appendix. Index. 
The third edition of this book has been enlarged to deal with the advances made in the 
technique of miniature photography since the war and the new ranges of equipment 
which have become available. After discussing the value of miniature photography 
the book goes on to describe in considerable detail the different types of apparatus 
available, dealing in turn with cameras, lenses, films, exposure meters, developers, and 
enlargers. These chapters are profusely illustrated, so that the appearance as well as the 
performance of different makes of apparatus can be compared. The chapter entitled 
“What can be done with a Miniature Camera’ is wisely and convincingly devoted 
entirely to a series of fifty photographs. There follow chapters on special fields of 
miniature camera work, each written by an authority in the particular field. Achapter 
on colour photography completes the survey. An appendix gives weights and measures, 
hints, and formulae. (771.3148) 
Music 
SACRED Music. Alec Robertson. Max Parrish, 7s.6d. IM8. 72 pages. 
4 colour plates. 26 illustrations. Musical examples. Index. (The World of 
Music) 
Alec Robertson, Fellow of the Royal Academy of Music, and critic, has written this 
outline history of sacred music, limiting his field to purely liturgical compositions, that 
is, music directly concerned with the ritual of the church. Thus, organ music, many 
anthems and hymns have been excluded. Beginning with the earliest Christian period, 
the book comes up to the present day by mentioning briefly sacred works by Kodaly, 
Stravinsky and Vaughan Williams. The illustrations are taken from widely selected 
sources, showing church music in performance through the ages. (783.2) 
MILITARY MusIC. Henry G. Farmer. Max Parrish, 7s.6d. M8. 72 pages. 
4 colour plates. 37 illustrations. Musical examples. Index. (The World of 
Music) 
Medieval times to the present day are covered by this survey of military music as 
played in Britain. In particular, the achievements of the Regimental bands and the 
establishment of Kneller Hall for the training of army bandsmen are dealt with. A 
final chapter on recent compositions for brass and wind bands completes the book. The 
author is a specialist in this subject, has also written a larger history of military music, 
and is the author of the standard work on the history of music in Scotland. (785.13) 
The Film 
BRITISH TECHNICOLOR FILMS. John Huntley. Skelton Robinson, 15s. 
D8. 224 pages. 8 plates in colour and monochrome. Index. 


John Huntley, author of British Film Music, has worked for some years at Denham 
Studios, near London. The present volume is the first of any to deal with the story of 
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Britain’s supreme show horseman, Licutenant-Colonel H. M. Llewellyn, and his brilliant 
thoroughbred, Foxhunter. A record of them is to be found in Great Show Jumpers: Past, Presen 
To Come, by Pamela Macgregor-Morris (Allen & Unwin 

















Technicolor films and their progress in Great Britain. It includes an account of every 
Technicolor feature film made in Great Britain up to the present time, together with 
details of casts and other personnel concerned, and there is a section on Technicolor 
short films. There is also a ‘Who’s Who’ of those employed in Technicolor in the 
British film industry. The reference section is largely concerned with the technical side 
of the subject. (791.4) 


The Theatre 
THEATRE 2. Harold Hobson. Longmans, Green, 15s. D8. 245 pages. 16 photo- 
graphs. Index. 


Theatre, the first published collection of Harold Hobson’s dramatic criticisms, re- 
printed from The Sunday Times, reviewed performances seen in London from 
September 1946 until December 1947. The present volume continues his review of 
the stage, from January 1948 until July 1949, and is again well illustrated. Of especial 
interest is the record of his journey to America in June 1949, and his assessment of the 
American scene. These volumes, which are in diary form and fully indexed, will have 
their place in theatre history. * (792) 


Sports and Games 

THE CHESS-PLAYER S WEEK-END BOOK. Compiled by R. N. Coles. 
Pitman, 12s.6d. D8. 175 pages. 14 illustrations. Diagrams. 

This is not an instructional book but one in which the historical and literary aspects of 

the game of chess are emphasized. It contains details of a hundred famous games played 


between A.D. 840 and 1948 and a number of quotations concerning chess from the 
works of many writers and periods. The portrait illustrations are by Alexander 


Forrest. (794.1) 


THE BRILLIANT TOUCH. 240 Chess Brilliancies. Collated by Walter 
Korn. Foreword by J. du Mont. Pitman, 1os.6d. D8. 118 pages. Diagrams. 
A collection of 240 examples of brilliant chess play selected from some of the finest 
chess games of recent years, and annotated by the editor of Modern Chess Openings. 
(794.1) 
MASTER GOLFERS IN ACTION. Louis T. Stanley. Introduction by Henry 
Cotton. Macdonald, 15s. C4. 144 pages. 385 photographs. 
This outstanding addition to the instructional books on golf has a remarkable number 
of photographs of some of the world’s greatest golfers, men and women, professional 
and amateur, in action. They provide studies in style which represent visually almost 
every aspect and angle of the golf swing. The commentary on the pictures, which is 
not too technical and full of common sense, and the photographs themselves, are by 
one of the most expert writers on the game and the introduction is by the British 
Open Champion of 1934, 1937 and 1948. (796.352) 


FAREWELL TO CRICKET. Sir Donald Bradman. Hodder & Stoughton, 
12s.6d. D8. 320 pages. Frontispiece portrait. 27 illustrations. Tables. 

The personal story of the cricketing career of the famous Australian batsman and 

captain. Sir Donald has had his critics, both Australian and English, who have argued 

that the cricket he played was too grim and ruthless, and also that, off the field of play, 

he was not a ‘good mixer’. In this book he defends himself and in so doing makes 

many shrewd points. (796.358) 
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WISDEN CRICKETERS’ ALMANACK, 1950. Edited by Hubert Preston. 
87th year. Sporting Handbooks, 12s.; limp cloth, 9s.6d. F8. 1,008 pages. 
12 plates. 35 photographs. 17 diagrams of County Cricket Grounds. 
Bibliography. Index. 


This well-known year-book contains all the usual features of previous years, including 
the full scores of all first-class cricket matches played in England in 1949 as well as 
particulars of many matches played in Australia, South Africa, India, New Zealand 
and the West Indies. It also contains accounts of tours of English and West Indies teams 
in South Africa and India respectively during the winter of 1948-9, and of the New 
Zealand team in England during 1949. The special articles include one on Leonard 
Hutton, the Yorkshire and England batsman and one on the West Indies in inter- 
national cricket. There is a chapter on cricket books of 1949, contributed by John 
Arlott and a list of cricket books in print and on sale in the United Kingdom at the 
end of 1949. (796.358) 


GENTLEMEN V. PLAYERS, 1806-1949. Sir Pelham Warner. Harrap, 21s. 
D8. 516 pages. 58 photographs. Index. 
One of the great cricket fixtures of the year in Britain is the match at Lord’s Cricket 
Ground between teams representing the Gentlemen (amateur players) and the Players 
(professionals). This book is a complete history of the series of games played not only 
at Lord’s but also at other grounds in Britain, such as the Oval, in South London, 
Scarborough, Hastings, etc. The author, well known as a great player himself and the 
1950 President of the Marylebone Cricket Club, describes many of the outstanding 
incidents and the men who have taken part in them and gives an account of each 
individual match. Appendices include a very comprehensive statistical section, com- 
piled by Roy Webber, and accounts of matches between Gentlemen and Players teams 
and Australian Teams touring England. (796.358) 


GREAT SHOW JUMPERS: PAST, PRESENT AND TO COME. Pamela 
Macgregor-Morris. Foreword by Lt.-Col. C. T. Walwyn. Allen & Unwin, 
30s. sR8. 258 pages. Plates. 

This book, which contains a chapter on the history of show-jumping in Great Britain, 

gives the life-history of some 150 famous horses, which have achieved fame as jumpers 

in the show-ring. Although the descriptions are mainly of horses that have represented 

Great Britain in international competitions, they include the pick of the winners from 

overseas. The public performances of each horse are recorded in addition to informa- 

tion of a general character. (798) 


LITERATURE 
English Literature 
THE GEORGIAN LITERARY SCENE, 1910-1935. A Panorama. Frank 
Swinnerton. Hutchinson, 15s. D8. 415 pages. 9 illustrations from busts by 
Jo Davidson. Reading list. Index. 
This book, which was first published in 1935 and achieved great popularity, is here 
reset in a new edition with minor revisions. Mr. Frank Swinnerton is particularly well 
qualified to discuss the work of those writers of significance who appeared on the 
literary scene between 1910 and 1935. He has known most of these writers personally, 
has had their work (in some instances their earliest work) under his trained critical 
observation for many years, and, as a novelist himself, he is not merely a detached 


698 








observer of this period. Poets, playwrights, novelists, essayists and critics, mo of 
whom have made a marked, and probably permanent, contribution to English litera- 
ture, come under review. They are seen as living persons as well as writers, and their 
original talent is made the central point of discussion of their work. Readers will agree 
that the author has written an admirable book ‘that can be enjoyed by those without 
professional interest in the subject’. The reading list of works of the authors mentioned 
is a valuable guide. (820.9) 


English Poetry 
MY FAVOURITE ENGLISH POEMS. Gathered, with an Introduction, by 
John Masefield. Heinemann, 10s.6d. |C8. 318 pages. Index. 


In making this personal anthology of his favourite lines and poems from about fifty 
poets, the Poet Laureate has based his selection on certain stipulations: they are ‘the 
work of poets generally accepted as Englishmen’; no poem is less than a hundred years 
old; translations, either direct or indirect, are excluded, and every line or passage 
quoted has delighted him for fifty years. This last condition leads him to a survey, 
animated by reminiscence, of the literary works and influences which fashioned the 
taste of the youth of the late Victorian era and which he has focused in this book. 
Ranging from Langland in the fourteenth century to Dante Gabriel Rossetti (1828-82), 
the anthology consists of complete poems, long or short passages from poems and 
plays, some short quotations and a few brief notes by Mr. Masefield on some of the 
extracts. The book forms a safe guide for readers wishing to test and sharpen their 
own literary taste and knowledge. (821.08) 


JOHN KEATS. Edmund Blunden. Longmans, Green for The British Council, 
1s. sD8. 37 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

Edmund Blunden, a distinguished poet himself, has made a special study of the 

English Romantic poets and is particularly qualified to deal with the cultural back- 

ground that contributed to the formation of the genius of John Keats (1795-1821). 

In his outline of Keats’s short life, he gives due importance to his friendship with 

Leigh Hunt, the editor of the liberal Examiner, Cowden Clarke, his schoolmaster, 

William Hazlitt, the critic, and R. B. Haydon, the historical painter. His career is 

followed year by year and his lifelong struggle with poetry briefly indicated. Though 

Mr. Blunden does not attempt literary criticism, except to conclude that Keats’s place 

in English poetry rests on the great Odes composed at the end of his life, he points out 

that it was only after he had outgrown his friends’ trivial view of poetry that he found 
himself as a poet. And then, to a number of people, he was, and is, without parallel. 
(821.78) 

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE GALA. Selected Poems, 1943-1948. Nicholas 

Moore. Editions Poetry London, 7s.6d. D8. 79 pages. 


Nicholas Moore’s neat, light-hearted poems are amusing and successful because they 
do not pretend to be more than jeux d’esprit. In their good manners and their polish, 
they reflect the various poetic fashions of the day. (821.91) 


THE GLASSBLOWERS. Mervyn Peake. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 7s.6d. M8. 
48 pages. 

In the simplicity and force of his writing and the vigour of his thought Mervyn Peake 

is a new talent in English poetry. His strange, phantasmagoric vision is his own entire- 

ly, while an Elizabethan verbal gusto rings through the angry melody of his lines. 
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There is something symbolic in the fact that during the war Mr. Peake was commis- 
sioned, as a war artist, to record his impressions of a Birmingham glass-blowing 
factory—the origin of the remarkable poem of that name—for such leaping firelit 
shapes are naturally bodied forth by his imagination. Rising from the savage dream 
world of the unconscious mind, his images have an archetypal significance. The lyrics 
in this book are as original as they are beautiful. (821.91) 


English Drama 
OLD TESTAMENT PLAYS. Laurence Housman. Jonathan Cape, gs.6d. C8. 
280 pages. 

Palestine Plays, published in 1942, and Samuel the Kingmaker, published in 1944, are 
here published in one volume. The former comprises “Abraham and Isaac’ (3 short 
scenes), “The Story of Jacob’, now titled “Jacob’s Ladder’ and printed here from the 
stage version made during rehearsal by the Old Vic Company (3 acts), ‘Ramoth 
Gilead’ (one scene) and “The Burden of Ninevah’ (5 short scenes). The author’s 
prefaces to both the Palestine Plays and Samuel the Kingmaker are also included. In the 
first preface the author makes plain his approach to Bible history. He has eliminated 
“useless excrescences’, or, in other words, has told the story ‘without the miracle’. 
In his long preface to Samuel the Kingmaker he gives documentary evidence for his 
conception of Samuel as ‘a prophet jealous in his own interests, greedy of power, 
vengeful, double-dealing and deceitful . . .” These plays have not yet won the fame 
of two of his earlier dramatic sequences, the Little Plays of Saint Francis and Victoria 
Regina, but they demonstrate his skill as dramatist and historian, provocative though 
he may be as the latter. Laurence Housman is also the author of numerous other works, 
including novels, stories, poems, biographies and essays. (822.91) 


TWO COMEDIES: LOVE IN ALBANIA and TO MEET THE MAC- 
GREGORS. Eric Linklater. Macmillan, 10s.6d. \C8. 215 pages. 


The preface to these two light comedies by this celebrated Scottish author relates the 
history of the plays and how they came to be written. Love in Albania is prodigal in its 
wit, its logic, its unexpected and unusual situations. The action is confined to a 
London flat occupied by a civil servant and his wife. The play begins with the arrival, 
during an air-raid, of a poet lately returned from Albania where he served with the 
Resistance. On his heels follows a sergeant of the American military police, who sus- 
pects the poet of the murder of his, the sergeant’s, daughter, a guerrilla leader in Albania. 
Talk, ostensibly unravelling the plot, is endless, but one is aware throughout of the 
shrewdness of the author’s comments on human behaviour. To Meet the MacGregors: 
A Variation With Songs on a Theme by Sir Walter Scott, is ‘a light-hearted parody’ of 
Sir Walter Scott’s novel Rob Roy (1817). It is interspersed by many songs which 
Linklater wrote to airs taken from Johnson’s Scots Musical Museum, a collection of 
Scottish tunes published in the late eighteenth century and famous for the contributions 
of the Scottish poet, Robert Burns. (822.91) 


TIME AND THE CONWAYS.J. B. Priestley. Introduction by Irene Hentschel. 
Heinemann, 2s.6d. D8. 79 pages. (The Drama Library) 

The third play in a new series devoted to modern and classical plays is perhaps the best 

known of J. B. Priestley’s ‘time’ plays. In it one member of a happy and united family, 

celebrating a birthday in Act I, is vouchsafed a bitter glimpse of the future that lies in 

wait for all of them (Act II). Act III returns us to the party, in which thought and 

action is now weighted with a poignant significance. In her introduction Irene 
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Hentschel, who produced the play in London, tries to analyse the appeal of the play and 
describes the producing of it. (822.91) 


English Fiction 
HENRY JAMES. Michael Swan. Longmans, Green for The British Council, 
1s. SD8. 43 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index of short stories. Paper 
bound. (Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 
Mr. Swan traces Henry James’s development through his three successive stages as 
‘James I, James II, and the Old Pretender’. From the end of the 1890s until his death in 
1916 Henry James was one of the senior men of letters in England, and Mr. Swan gives 
an amusing and vivid account of his impact upon his contemporaries. The son of an 
American philosopher of Boston, James settled in Europe, for America seemed to him 
then too immature for the production of great literature. But it was in London that he 
finally made his home. His novels give a picture of a world of leisure and wealth that 
was already in dissolution. Mr. Swan confines himself to an analysis of the three 
novels which, in his view, best represent James’s three periods: Roderick Hudson (1876), 
The Portrait of a Lady (1881) and The Golden Bowl (1904). These books mark the 
author’s progression from ‘the simplest statement of thought and feeling to the subtlest, 
most tenuous expression of states of mind, which no novelist before James had 


attempted’. An account is also given of the short stories and nouvelles, and of James 
as critic and traveller. (823.91) 


E. M. FORSTER. Rex Warner. Longmans, Green for The British Council, ts. 
sD8. 34 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to ‘ British Book News’) 

Rex Warner, the allegorical novelist, argues that E. M. Forster is not only a novelist 

in the liberal tradition, but that he also stands right outside that tradition and is creative 

beyond its boundaries. In spite of the wit and subtlety of his style, which has no obvious 
derivation, his work, writes Mr. Warner, is both prophctic and intense. Informed with 

a passion for truth, it comes to grips with the world and so shapes and alters what 

exists. The majority of Forster’s novels belong to the pre-1914 period, though their 

problems and conflicts are basically the same as those of today. He is as much in revolt 
against the English middle-class tradition as he is part of it, opposing to the traditions 
of his class ‘Italy, illegitimacy, squalid poverty, India’. Mr. Warner presents Forster as 

a philosophical novelist concerned with the meaning of life, the difference between 

different sorts of good and evil, and the reality underlying all experience, which 

finally resolves itself into the choice between ‘vision or nightmare’. His chief weakness 
as a novelist, it is maintained, is his treatment of love between the sexes, with which 
aspect of reality he seems to be ‘curiously ill at ease’. Mr. Warner shows that Forster’s 
greatest novel, A Passage to India, had its inception in the author’s first visit to India in 

1912, when it was begun and then laid aside until after his second visit in 1922. It was 

not published until 1924. In the intervening years Forster went to Alexandria and wrote 

Alexandria, a History and a Guide and Pharos and Pharillon, a collection of essays, the 

most notable of which was his study of the great Alexandrian poet Cavafy. (823.91) 


English Essayists 
JOHNSON: PROSE AND POETRY. Selected by Mona Wilson. Hart-Davis, 
21s. L.Post 8. 961 pages. Chronological table. (The Reynard Library) 


It is almost a commonplace to say that Dr. Johnson (1709-84) is accepted as an out- 
standing literary personality even by those who would be hard put to it to say what he 
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wrote—apart from the famous Dictionary. The chief reason for this is that, in itself, the 
mass of his contribution to miscellaneous literature seems uninviting and intractable 
to all but the professional man of letters. This difficulty is largely removed by the 
present volume of judicious selections from all phases of Johnson’s literary work. 
Johnson has the quality of being eminently quotable in long as well as short extracts, 
and the editor has skilfully availed herself of this feature in generously representing his 
periodical essays, narratives, biographies, criticism and poetry. In an admirable Intro- 
duction the editor presents a good case for knowing Johnson through Boswell’s 
celebrated Life as a necessary stimulus to interest in and a sympathetic understanding 
of Johnson’s work. This volume is the first in a handsome new series of selections from 
the works of great English writers, each selection covering all aspects of the author’s 
work. (824.63) 


Australian Literature 
AN INTRODUCTION TO AUSTRALIAN FICTION. Colin Roderick. Angus 
& Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 12s.6d. D8. 184 pages. Index. 

Two previous books by this author, The Australian Novel and 20 Australian Novelists 
comprised brief individual studies of 39 novelists accompanied by lengthy extracts 
from their work. This Introduction to Australian Fiction surveys the whole field of 
Australian prose fiction from the beginnings to the end of 1949, new material being 
combined with critical comments from the earlier books to make a continuous story 
of the development of the Australian novel and short story. Through each of six main 
chronological divisions runs a series of subject sections based on the principal themes of 
the fiction produced in each period, and a general chapter on contemporary fiction 
has been added. The index is comprehensive, and a useful list of basic reading in the 
various classes of Australian fiction is included. (828.9994) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC PEOPLES. Carl Brockelmann. Translated 
from the German by Joel Carmichael and Moshe Perlmann. Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, 25s. D8. 586 pages. 8 maps. Chronological table. Bibliography. 
Index. 

This history, first published in Germany in 1939, covers the time from pre-Islamic 

Arabia to 1939 and the whole stretch of Islamic settlement from Morocco to China 

and from the Mongols to the Islamized tribes of Central Africa. More than half the 

book is devoted to the Turkish Caliphate and the Islamic states in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. The author has mastered the results of modern research and 
presents them clearly with just judgement and historical perspective. The book is an 
able introduction for the general reader and for the student it is probably the most 
authoritative, comprehensive and balanced one-volume history available. The good 


bibliography is classified geographically. (909) 


Geography Travels and Description Archaeology 
THE STUDY OF GEOGRAPHY. J. M. Mogey. Oxford University Press, $s. 
sF8. 164 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Home University Library) 


The author, who is Lecturer in Geography in the University of Reading, defines the 
sphere of geography as ‘the upper crust of the earth and the lower zone of the atmo- 
sphere within which humanity moves’ . He describes the elements of physical geography 
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and shows how studies of many of these have developed into separate disciplines such 
as geology, geomorphology and climatology. He outlines the approach to the study 
of man’s development and the effects of geographical environment. The Introduc- 
tion describes various systems of map-making but the author does not touch what he 
calls the ‘gazetteer’ type of geography which is chiefly concerned with the names of 
mountains, rivers, towns, etc. The book is a useful introduction to the subject. (910) 


DESPERATE VOYAGE. John Caldwell. Introduction by Negley Farson. 
Gollancz, 12s.6d. C8. 342 pages. 5 illustrations. 1 endpaper sketch map. 
For sheer audacity and determination, the voyage of John Caldwell across the South 
Pacific from Panama must stand alone. An American stranded in Central America 
after the Second World War, he decides to rejoin his war-bride in Australia in a 
26-year-old 29-foot cutter he has bought for the purpose. His only companions are 
two kittens. Not only did he know nothing about navigation, but he had no know- 
ledge cither of boats or sailing. He begins by falling overboard, hitting a buoy and 
then running ashore. Finally, he makes the open sea. At the Perlas Islands in the Panama 
Gulf, he loses his anchor, runs aground again and then sinks. He refloats his boat and 
goes on. Curiosity leads him to heave a large shark aboard which completely wrecks 
his engine and demolishes half the cockpit. He survives this but soon falls overboard 
again when taking in the gib. Next he runs into a hurricane, the boat is dismasted and 
his provisions are destroyed; from then on he consumes the contents of the medicine 
chest. At last, under a jury rig he reaches Fiji, but Pagan, his boat, is wrecked on a reef. 
A copra ship takes him to the main island whence he is transported to Sydney by a 
United States Army bomber, and at last reunited with his wife. (910.4) 


AROUND THE WORLD SINGLE-HANDED. The Cruise of the Islander. 
Harry Pidgeon. Hart-Davis, 9s.6d. C8. 215 pages. 24 illustrations. 2 dia- 
grams. 1 map. (The Mariners Library) 


Before the author of this book set out on his lonely voyage around the world in a 
34-foot yaw built almost entirely with his own hands, he knew nothing about boat- 
building or navigation. It took him eighteen months to construct his boat and during 
that time he learnt all he could about navigation from public libraries. After a shake- 
down cruise from California to Hawaii and back, Pidgeon sailed from Los Angeles in 
November 1921 headed for the Marquesas Islands. Once south of the Equator he 
never went north of it until he sailed towards the West Indies on the final homeward 
run. From the South Sea Islands, his route touched the northern point of Australia, 
then skirted the Dutch East Indies for the long run across the Indian Ocean to Durban 
and Cape Town. From there he sailed north-west to St. Helena and Ascension, and 
then along the South American coast-line to Trinidad and the Panama Canal. His 
final leg took him via Clipperton Island back to Los Angeles where the Islander’s sails 
were furled on 31 October 1925. The story of the voyage, which was aided by good 
fortune throughout, and of the visits ashore is simply told and has much interest. It 
was first published in 1933. (910.4) 


BENGAL IN MAPS. S. P. Chatterjee. Orient Longmans (Bombay, India), 30s. 
D4. 105 pages. 80 maps. 

‘A geographical analysis of resource distribution in West Bengal and Eastern Pakistan.’ 

Each map is accompanied by a descriptive text, and they are grouped as General; 

Physical; Climate (15 maps); Population, also classified by religious castes and minori- 

ties (16 maps); Main Occupations; Agriculture, showing the principal crops in detail 

(32 maps); Industry (6 maps); Education and Health, and Transport. The maps, 
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originally produced as an aid to teaching in the University of Calcutta, where the 
compiler is Professor of Geography, assumed particular importance when the partition 
of Bengal became a vital issue. The author acknowledges in his preface that, owing to 
lack of adequate finances, the atlas could not be produced to the typographical 
standard of recent regional atlases published in Europe. (912.541) 


FIVE THOUSAND YEARS OF PAKISTAN. An Archaeological Outline. 
R. E. Mortimer Wheeler. Royal India and Pakistan Society, 15s. F4. 
149 pages. 22 plates. 19 figures. Index. 

Although the political entity of Pakistan is new, its history and pre-history have an 

ancient lineage and it inherits a tale going back to the Indus civilization, which can be 

recaptured from the researches of archaeology. This outline traces the relics of the 
earlier period, and pays special attention to the architectural remains—temples and 
tombs particularly—from the Muslim period of about 1100 to the death of 

Aurungzebe. (913.34) 


THE EARLY CHRISTIAN MONUMENTS OF WALES. V.E. Nash-Williams. 
University of Wales Press (Cardiff), 84s. M4. 281 pages. 71 plates. Maps. 
Appendices. Indexes. 

A specialist work describing in detail the inscribed and sculptured monuments, crosses, 

grave-stones, slabs, etc. of the Early Christian period in Wales between the end of the 

Roman occupation and the coming of the Normans. Over 400 of these monuments 

still remain, providing important evidence for the establishment and development of 

the Celtic church after Wales was converted to Christianity, and indicating at the same 
time, certain racial and cultural movements. A field-survey of these monuments has 
been carried out by Mr. V. E. Nash-Williams (Keeper of Archaeology in the National 

Museum of Wales, Cardiff, and Lecturer in Archaeology at Cardiff University Col- 

lege) under the auspices of the National Museum of Wales. Part I of his book consists 

of a general introduction describing the main styles of monumental sculpture, their 
distribution, epigraphy and pattern. Part II contains a descriptive list of the monuments 
themselves arranged by county. Each monument is illustrated in the section of plates 
at the end of the book. This important work on one branch of Welsh archaeology also 
contains two illustrated appendices analysing the letter-forms (both Latin and Celtic) 
and the decorative motifs used on these monuments which may be applied to other 
arts of the early Middle Ages. (913.429) 


ENGLAND. Edited by L. Russell Muirhead. sth edition. Benn, 21s. sF8. 
728 pages. 72 maps and plans. Index. (The Blue Guides) 
This fifth edition of a guide to England follows the plan of the other volumes in this 
admirable series. The first section deals mainly with the historical and aesthetic aspects 
of the chief monuments of England, but also gives information about the types of 
maps that meet the needs of different tourists, and includes a bibliography of books 
about England. The next section gives much practical information about routes to and 
from England, about transport, the Custom House, postal services, motoring and 
cycling, as well as about English usage in etiquette and vocabulary. Five sections then 
deal with the country in five areas (South-Eastern, Central, etc.), a route plan precedes 
each section, and the area is covered in a sequence of carefully planned journeys that 
give access to the chief places of interest. Plans of important buildings and maps of 
some of the chief towns on these routes are given, and the many historical and literary 
associations receive full recognition. The traveller will realize the usefulness of the 
guide before, during and after his visits. (914.2) 
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OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE IN PICTURES. R. G. Burnett. Phoenix 
House, 25s. C4. 189 pages including 87 pages of photographs by E. W. 
Tattersall. 2 plans. Bibliography. 

The aim of this pleasantly produced book is ‘to present a pictorial record of some of the 

finest historical and architectural treasures of Oxford and Cambridge. It does not 

attempt to be comprehensive. It is not offered as a guide-book.’ The subjects have, 
however, been grouped conveniently for a ‘tour of discovery’ starting from Magdalen 

Bridge in Oxford, and in Cambridge from the War Memorial near the station. There 

is at least one photograph of each college within each university, and every photograph 

is accompanied by a page of text which gives a bricf account of the history and notable 
persons associated with the subject of the picture. Mr. Tattersall has taken these photo- 

graphs specially for this volume. (914.25) 


HERTFORDSHIRE. Sir William Beach Thomas. Robert Hale, 15s. D8. 
278 pages. 49 illustrations. Folding map. Index.(The County Books Series) 
The keen observation and first-hand knowledge which have gained the author his 
reputation as a writer on all aspects of country life are strikingly in evidence in this 
book on the county of his adoption. He deals with his subject mainly from three points 
of view. The first is suggested by what he maintains is the county’s supreme charac- 
teristic, ‘the sense of the rich continuity of its history and its wholly English character’ 
in spite of many modern influences: villages, the country houses, gardens great and 
small, the persistence of rights of common, of agricultural customs and of certain 
industries afford him illustrations of this. Secondly, he describes his own favourite 
walks of discovery to show the unique qualities of the scenery of the unspoilt parts of 
the county, and he quotes extensively from Lamb, Cobbett and Drayton in praise of 
Hertfordshire. Thirdly, although he treats broadmindedly the effects of the extension 
and proximity of London, the quality and character of the garden cities and of ‘plan- 
ning’ generally, he is concerned with preserving the English village as the perfect 
social unit. The quality and usefulness of the map are not in keeping with the high 
standard of illustrations in this stimulating and well informed book. (914.258) 


LIONEL WENDT’S CEYLON. Compiled by Eugéne Prager. Introduction by 
L. C. Van Geyzel. Technical notes by Bernard G. Thornley. Lincolns- 
Prager, 42s. |C4. 16 pages of text. 120 photogravure plates. 

Lionel Wendt (1900-44), well known in Ceylon as a personality and a wit, had great 

versatility: he was concert pianist and teacher, patron and promoter of modern painting 

in Ceylon, and occasional writer; but photography (mostly with a Leica) increasingly 
absorbed him. The present collection shows that he used photography always as an 
art—as conscious expression, by means of technical and formal control and composi- 
tion, at every stage from view point to print-finish. Techniques—many and brilliantly 
handled—are never used for their own sakes, but always to heighten mood or provide 
decorative enrichment; the quality of that artistic achievement is high. The majority 
of these reproductions present scenes of ordinary life—cheerful or tragic—types, 
portraits, landscapes and buildings, and reveal Wendt’s deep appreciation of, and 
respect for, the people and things of Ceylon; they are of great beauty and power. Also 
included are a number of studio nudes and other studio compositions, as well as 

‘fantasies’ (composites, montages, etc.). In some of the latter techniques are used with 

poetic effect, but in others a surrealist expression of irrationality, incongruity and 

depression is characteristic only of a period and of cerzain moods of the artist. The 
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photographs are well produced, but necessarily suffer from being of a uniform finish 
(matt and slightly cream ground) whereas the originals were very varied in both tone 
and texture. (915.48) 


THIS IS NOVA scomTIA. Will R. Bird. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), 
$3.50. sD8. 307 pages. 44 photographs. Endpaper maps. Index. 
Dr. Bird, Canadian historian and novelist, is a native of Nova Scotia and has lived 
there all his life except while on service overseas in the First World War. For many 
years he was on the staff of the Nova Scotia Government Information Bureau and later 
became personal assistant to Premier Angus L. Macdonald. He is immediate past 
president of the Canadian Authors Association. Although Dr. Bird knows his native 
province intimately and is steeped in its history and lore, he set himself to write this 
book as a tourist visiting Nova Scotia for the first time. The map on the endpapers 
traces his route around the whole province, and stage by stage the author's skill 
enables the reader to enter fully into the life and history of the people. Will R. Bird is 
a master in the art of story-telling and in This is Nova Scotia he has captured the essence 
of the ‘sea-haunted province’. (917.16) 


HOUSE IN THE SUN. Dane Chandos. Michael Joseph, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 
222 pages. 
In House in the Sun Mr. Chandos adds further details to the picture of Ajijic, the little 
Mexican village by the lake, which he began in Village in the Sun (1948). The house he 
was building is now completed and, for financial reasons, converted into an inn. With 
humour, perception and tolerance he describes for us the habits, oddities and appear- 
ance of his guests, the problems that arise in catering for them, the daily life of the 
household complicated by the unpredictable behaviour of loyal though often exas- 
perating servants, and something of the life of the village. He is adept at character, 
particularly of the native inhabitants, and writes so persuasively that we come to 
share his affection for them. His descriptive talent is seen at its best in three interludes 
in which he faithfully transmits the ardour and enthusiasm of a religious pilgrimage, the 
timeless magic of a plume dance, and the desolation of a once prosperous area laid 
waste by a volcano. Mr. Chandos is obviously happy in his theme; his writing has pith 
and flavour and most successfully evokes the infinite variety of the Mexican scene and 
the ‘rich incalculable character of its people’. (917.2) 


HAUNTS OF HIGH ADVENTURE. Sidelights and Cameos on Travels in 
Venezuela, Panama, Mexico, Cuba, and the West Indies. P. T. Etherton. 
John Long, 18s. M8. 200 pages. 39 illustrations. Index. 

Colonel Etherton, the popular author of All Over the World and numerous other travel 

books, records his wanderings in South America, and the West Indies. Barbados, 

Jamaica and Trinidad are described, with jottings of historical and antiquarian interest. 

(917.2) 

BEYOND THE MEXIQUE BAY. A Traveller’s Journal. Aldous Huxley. 
Chatto & Windus, 8s.6d. sC8. 328 pages. 18 illustrations. Index. (Collected 
Works) 

Mr. Huxley visited the West Indies and Central America in 1933 and in this book of 

travel notes and essays (first published in 1934) he records his impressions of the 

Mayan and Aztec remains, and of Trinidad, Jamaica, Guatemala and Mexico. He 
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writes with an acute visual sensibility and the grace and wit of an acknowledged 
master of the essay. Before his visit he prepared himself by reading numerous archaeo- 
logical and historical works dealing with the region, about which he writes with the 
inquiring and speculative mind of a philosopher. The book is, in effect, an inquiry into 
the meaning of civilization in its various aspects and at different periods. Particularly 
fascinating is his treatment of the Mayas’ conception of time; the comparison of 
ancient and barbarous customs with contemporary events in Europe leads to some 
disquieting conclusions. ‘To understand European politics’, he writes, ‘one should read 
the history of Central America.’ Again, the behaviour of his fellow tourists on the way 
out to the Bay of Mexico appeared to him as strange as anything to be found beyond 
that bay. (917.2) 


ANCIENT AMERICA. Photographs by K. Peter Karfeld. Introduction by 
Walter Krickeberg. Batsford, 27s.6d. R4. 16 pages of text. 47 pages of 
photographs in colour. Map. Notes on illustrations. (The Countries in 
Colour) 

This third volume in a new series of pictorial records in colour of various countries 

affords a fascinating glimpse into the ancient civilizations of Central America. Side by 

side with the impressive architecture of the Incas, Aztecs and Mayas in Peru, Mexico, 

Guatemala, etc. are pictures of the present-day inhabitants of these areas, showing 

them at work, at play, at worship, here emphasizing a costume, there a craft, and 

including one or two fine character studies. In his introduction Walter Krickeberg 
gives a compressed but most interesting account of the Incas, Aztecs and Mayas and 
their architecture, and some information about the civilizations that preceded them. 

No one who is interested in the subject can fail to be attracted by this volume. (917.2) 


THE DESOLATE ANTARCTIC. Admiral Lord Mountevans. Lutterworth 


Press, 12s.6d. D8. 188 pages. Frontispiece. 21 illustrations. 3 endpaper 
maps. Bibliography. Index. 


As a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy, Lord Mountevans gained personal knowledge of 
the Antarctic with the Discovery Relief Expedition and as second-in-command to 
Scott. In this book he writes a short account of Antarctic explorers from Captain Cook 
to Admiral Byrd, and tells of birds and seals, of ice and blizzard, of the Southern Lights 
and of the discovery of land never before seen by man. He finally brings the story up 
to date with a chapter on Byrd’s expedition, ‘Operation Highjump’, made in 1946-7, 
and the latest Norwegian-British-Swedish expedition to Queen Maud Land. (919.9) 


Biography 


THE INTERNATIONAL WHO'S WHO, 1950. 14th issue. Europa 
Publications, 80s. C4. 1,048 pages. 
Arranged alphabetically, this work gives biographical information on over 12,000 
men and women, of all nationalities, prominent in every walk of life, from politics, 
science, art, religion, etc. to the business world. Publication was delayed in order to 
record changes consequent upon the British General Election in February 1950, and 
the personalities concerned in the major international developments of the last twelve 
months or so have been given due consideration. The entries in this useful work are 
clearly set out, and are preceded by a list of the reigning Royal Families of the beg 
(920.01 
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SCHOOLHOUSE IN THE WIND. Anne Treneer. Jonathan Cape, 4s.6d. sC8. 
221 pages. (The Travellers’ Library) 
This delightful book of reminiscences is the story of a happy childhood and was first 
published in 1944. Miss Treneer was fortunate in her family and her surroundings. She 
was brought up in Cornwall, the youngest of a family of six (two girls and four boys). 
Her father was a schoolmaster who ‘loved the country and was suited to it’ and was 
admirable with children. Her mother ‘had wit and wisdom, and she added to this 
loving-kindness and an absence of hurry’. The children had an enviable upbringing, 
free yet disciplined, wholesome and good. With warm affection running through her 
clear, clean-cut prose, the author describes their life at home, their games and excur- 
sions, the toys they played with, seasonal activities and festivals, neighbours and visit- 
ing days, the adventure of reading, and work and play at school. Her love of her 
native county is strong and its beauties are vividly drawn. Hers is a happy book that is a 
tonic to read. (920.7) 


CORNELIA CONNELLY, 1809-1879: Foundress of the Society of the 
Holy Child Jesus. By a Religious of the Society. Foreword by H. E. Cardinal 
Griffin, Archbishop of Westminster. 4th edition. Longmans, Green, 12s.6d. 
sC8. 277 pages. 3 illustrations. Appendix. Index. 

This is the moving story of a great modern Catholic who turned her own personal and 

domestic tragedy to the service of others and founded the Society of the Holy Child 

Jesus, a congregation for the education of Catholic girls. This edition of a fine piece of 

biographical writing has been completely revised and in part rewritten and contains 

some new material. (922) 


TRAGIC EMPRESS. The Story of Elizabeth of Austria. Maurice Paléologue. 
Translated from the French and annotated by H. J. Stenning. Saturn Press, 
8s.6d. C8. 185 pages. 7 plates, including portraits. 

This popular account of the life of Elizabeth of Bavaria (1837-98), who became at the 

age of sixteen consort of Franz Joseph and Empress of Austria, was originally published 

in Paris in 1939. M. Paléologue, a distinguished French diplomat and author, was 
elected to I’Académie Frangaise in 1928. An attractively written sketch of the beautiful 

and unhappy queen, the book also touches on her relations with her cousin Ludwig II, 

King of Bavaria, and on the tragic Mayerling incident. (923.1436) 


MEMOIRS OF KING ABDULLAH OF TRANSJORDAN. Edited [with notes 
and a foreword] by Philip P. Graves. Introduction by R. J. C. Broadhurst. 
Foreword by the Arab editor Amin Abu Sha’ar. Translated from the 
Arabic by G. Khuri. Jonathan Cape, 15s. D8. 278 pages. 3 portraits. 2 genea- 
logical tables. Appendices. Index. 

The memoirs of His Hashimite Majesty King Abdullah I of Transjordan (born 1882) 

are of particular personal, historic and military interest at the present time because of 

his recent annexation of Arab Palestine. But enlightenment on contemporary affairs 
is only partial. The book is unequally weighted. The annotation is quite excellent and 
it does bridge the gaps but cannot restore the balance. The first thirty-five years of his 
life, boyhood, battles, stratagems, plots, occupy two-thirds of the book; his accomplish- 
ments in winning Transjordan and building it since 1923 into a small stable kingdom 
are summarized in thirty pages. Yet, in spite of some scrappiness, there is much that is 
fascinating in this autobiography which reveals clearly the three principles that have 
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guided the King’s lite. Brigadier R. J. C. Broadhurst, in his introduction, describes 
these forces as ‘his devotion to the creed of Islam, his pride and love for Arabia and all 
things Arab, and his descent from the House of Hashim, that princely line, which, 
taking seed from the Prophet Muhammad himself, has for a thousand years command- 
ed the allegiance of some and the respect of all the Muslims’. The King’s thoughts on 
world affairs are given in five interesting, if outdated, appendices—memoranda, 
written at different dates, on the present position of the Arab countries, Arab Union, 
the future of Syria and on the petrol concession in the Hejaz. Mr. Graves, lately The 
Times correspondent in the Near East, has added notes, elucidated obscurities and 
supplied connecting links for the incomplete transcript. The able translation conveys 
the spirit of the Arabic. A book of importance for those who are familiar with the 
background. (923.1569) 


TRIAL AND ERROR. The Autobiography of Chaim Weizmann. East and 
West Library, 35s. D8. 618 pages. 185 photographs selected and arranged 
by B. Horovitz. Index. 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann’s autobiography was first published last year and was noticed 

in British Book News, June 1949. The present illustrated edition has many photographs 

of exceptional i interest and there is a fine gallery of Zionist px ersonalities. Dr. Weiz- 
mann’s account of his own life and work and of the creation of the Jewish State reaches 
its climax in the epilogue with his election on 17 May 1948 as first President of the 

State of Israel. A wide range of international politics is covered and, drawing largely on 

personal experience, the author throws new light on many of the world’s statesmen. 

He writes with candour and with telling phrase, sometimes ironic, sometimes angry. 

(923.1569) 

JOHN BURNS: LABOUR'S LOST LEADER. William Kent. Williams & 
Norgate, 25s. D8. 404 pages. 21 illustrations. Index. 

This is the first long study of the Labour leader John Burns (1858-1943). He made his 

mark as spokesman of the London unemployed, became one of the original members of 

the London County Council, organized with Ben Tillett the great London dock strike 
of 1889, and in 1892 was elected to Parliament. He reached Cabinet rank in the Liberal 

Government as President of the Local Government Board (1907). By that time he had 

largely lost favour with the Socialists and was hardly tolerated by the Liberals. He 

resigned in 1914 on the declaration of war, and towards the end of the conflict retired 
into private life. Burns was a superb demagogue, but no organizer and too ambitious 
for power to wait for the growth of the Labour movement. Mr. Kent has been most 
industrious in collecting material and his biography is useful because it tells us much 
about Burns. But it shows little understanding of the political background, is written 
in a pedestrian style and is overloaded with irrelevant trivia. (923.342) 


BROKEN THREAD. F. S. G. Piggott. Gale & Polden, 21s. D8. 444 pages. 
89 illustrations. 4 maps. 2 appendices. Glossary. Index. 
The thread running through General Piggott’s book is the Anglo-Japanese relations 
from the Alliance formed in 1905 until diplomatic relations were ended at Pearl 
Harbour in 1941. The story is told as the autobiography of the author whose associa- 
tion with Japan was practically continuous since he first went there with his parents in 
1888. Since then he has served for four separate tours of duty in the country as a 
British Army officer. He has much of interest to write of life and events in the Far 
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East as seen at close quarters, and of his service in other parts of the world. Thebookis 
written in an easy style and is extremely well documented. (923.542) 


HAPPY ODYSSEY. The Memoirs of Lieutenant-General Sir Adrian Carton 
de Wiart. Foreword by the Rt. Hon. Winston S. Churchill. Jonathan Cape, 
12s.6d. C8. 287 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 

This is the autobiography of a British General who was born a Belgian. He first saw 

service in the Boer War in which he was twice wounded. During the First World 

War he was first severely wounded in East Africa, and later survived eight wounds in 

the European theatre. It is clear that his story of these periods will be about service in 

the fighting-line. After sixteen years of very active retirement, he returned in the 

Second World War to command the British expedition to Norway in 1940. Later he 

was taken prisoner in North Africa, escaped from Italy but was recaptured. He was 

then released to take part in the negotiations for an armistice, and after that he served as 

Mr. Churchill’s representative to Chiang Kai-Shek. His military service cost him an 

eye and an arm, but gained him a Victoria Cross among his many decorations. 

(923-542) 

CAROLINE CHISHOLM. Margaret Kiddle. Cambridge University Press (Lon- 
don): Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia), 21s. M8. 295 pages. 
6 illustrations. Appendices. Bibliographical notes. Index. 

Although in a different sphere, the work and achievements of the noted philanthropist 

Caroline Chisholm (1808-77) in Australia in the period 1840-70 have been favour- 

ably compared with those of her contemporary Elizabeth Fry in England. Caroline 

Chisholm was the greatest of women pioneers in the history of Australia. Her energy, 

ability and devotion enabled her to establish, in the face of many difficulties, the Female 

Immigrants’ Home in Sydney in 1841 and the Family Colonization Loan Society in 

England about 1850, both ventures of tremendous benefit in helping migrants to the 

Australian colonies. When it became unnecessary to encourage or assist immigrants 

further, she devoted her energies to putting people on the land, obtaining early closing 

of shops, shorter hours and better housing generally. Margaret Kiddle has not produced 

a personal biography (eight years of search have failed to trace any private papers) but 

rather a contribution from original sources to the economic history of Australia 

detailing Mrs. Chisholm’s close association with the important problems of land settle- 
ment and immigration. The Appendices contain copies of correspondence and statis- 

tical data on the major undertakings of Mrs. Chisholm. (923.694) 


SPOILS FROM THE SEA. TheLife and Adventures of Diver J. E. Johnstone. 
James Taylor. Harrap (London) in association with Australasian Publishing 
Co. (Sydney), 12s.6d. 1C8. 16 illustrations. 7 maps. Endpaper map. 

The English edition of an Australian book first noted in the May 1950 issue of British 

Book News. It gives a broad picture of the hazardous occupation of deep sea diving in 

which Diver Johnstone was famous, his greatest exploit being the recovery of over 

£ 2,000,000 in gold bullion from the sunken liner Niagara. It is the life story, from boy- 
hood, of a man of whom it is claimed that ‘no other diver in the world ever travelled 
so extensively; escaped death so often, so narrowly and in such fantastic circumstances; 
or explored the dark underworld of the ocean so thoroughly’. Told by one who has 


had a long acquaintance with the central figure, it is essentially a story of action and 
character. (926.56) 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THOMAS GRAHAM JACKSON, 1835-1924. 
Edited by Basil H. Jackson. Oxford University Press, 25s. sD8. 298 pages. 
29 illustrations. Index. 


Sir Thomas Graham Jackson enjoyed a high reputation as an architect fifty years ago, 
although today his name is seldom mentioned except, perhaps, in university and 
academic circles from which he drew many of his commissions. This book, however, 
is not primarily concerned with architecture, although it naturally provides a principal 
theme for these recollections of a long, full and much respected life, which began when 
William IV was on the throne and did not end until half way through the reign of 
George V. The near-century through which Jackson lived saw more radical changes in 
British social life than any other comparable period in our history, and it is the author’s 
reactions to these changes which should make his memoirs of interest to a wide circle 
of readers. The volume has been arranged and edited by Sir Thomas’s son. (927.2) 


JAMES WYATT, 1746-1813. Reginald Turnor. Art & Technics, 8s.6d. 


C8. 48 pages of text. Frontispiece and 49 plates. 4 illustrations in text. 
(The Architects: 1) 


James Wyatt was the most able and successful architect of a family which produced 
many pillars of the profession in the late Georgian, Regency and Victorian periods. He 
is perhaps chiefly celebrated as the designer of Fonthill Abbey in Wiltshire, the 
stupendous house of that gifted eccentric, William Beckford, but Wyatt caught the 
Royal and fashionable fancy as a young man and obtained many lucrative commis- 
sions despite an erratic and indolent temperament which some clients found extremely 
trying. The Victorians had no use for him, either as a man or as an architect, but 
recently this controversial figure has found greater favour, and it is now possible to 
arrive at a more dispassionate assessment of his talents. Mr. Turnor, himself an archi- 
tect, has written a necessarily short, but most competent and satisfying biography, 
which is illustrated with over fifty reproductions of photographs and old engravings. It 
makes a promising start for a new series. (927.2) 


SCOTTISH ENGRAVERS. Compiled by George Herbert Bushnell. Oxford 
University Press, 8s.6d. D8. 60 pages. 

A biographical dictionary listing two hundred and forty-three Scottish engravers with 

details of their lives and works. References are given to information in standard works, 

but much of the material is entirely new, over two-thirds of the names being unre- 

corded in Bryan’s Dictionary of Painters and Engravers. A chronological index beginning 

with Peter Keer (fl. 1599-1620) and ending with J. Kiloh (1. 1830-40) indicates the 


period covered by this useful reference book. The author is Librarian of St. Andrews 
University, Sco tland. (927.6) 


RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS. A Study. Hubert Foss. Harrap, 12s.6d. D8. 


219 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Chronology of compositions. List of 
works. Index. 


This biographical and musical study of the greatest of living English composers con- 
centrates, in accordance with the wishes of its subject, on the music of all kinds and for 
all occasions which Vaughan Williams has composed during the course of a long life. 
Hubert Foss, well known as author, critic and broadcaster, has had a long association 
with the composer in the publication of his works. The book opens with a brief intro- 
duction to a biographical chapter contributed by the composer himself. The music is 
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treated in some detail, and also printed here is an early essay of the composer’s written 
in 1912, which provides an interesting comment on the state of English music at the 
time. The final list of works is given twice: (a) in chronological order, briefly; (b)in 
expanded form, classified, with a list of books written or edited by the composer 
included. (927.8) 


HAPPY FAMILY. Cornelia Otis Skinner. Constable, 15s. 1C8. 320 pages. 
8 illustrations. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner, American actress and author, here introduces us to her family 
history, beginning with her grandparents on each side and continuing with the story of 
her father and mother, how they met, fell in love, married and lived happily ever 
after, producing one progeny in the shape of Cornelia, who elected to follow in the 
footsteps of her father, one of the most popular actors of his time. The author has an 
unfailing eye for the humour of a situation, and the opportunities for a good laugh 
are many. Her book is a most entertaining record that reads like a novel; it is warm and 
alive, full of good stories, good character drawing and good humour. The extracts 
from her father’s letters to her mother are charming. (927.92) 


DOUBLE LIveES. An Autobiography. William Plomer. Jonathan Cape, 
4s.6d. sC8. 255 pages. (The Travellers’ Library) 
Mr. Plomer was born in the northern Transvaal, South Africa, in 1903, and spent the 
‘double life’ of his childhood partly in South Africa and partly in England, though he 
is purely English by descent. His earliest years up to five were passed in a shack in the 
tropics, at Louis Trichardt, of which he gives an exquisite description. After his 
brother’s death from diphtheria and malarial fever, he returned to England to live 
with an aunt in Derbyshire. His other ‘double life’ now began—the real and the 
imaginative. His evocation of the atmosphere of Edwardian England is subtle and 
brilliant, embracing the life of both London and the country. After attending a 
preparatory and public school in England, he returned to Johannesburg, of whose 
commercialized society he gives a mordant account, contrasting it with the friendliness, 
natural beauty and grace of the African negroes. Later he moved to a farm in an 
isolated part of Zululand, which provided him with material for his first novel 
Turbott Wolfe, the hero of which is a negrophile who encourages miscegenation. In 
1926 he collaborated in a magazine with the poet Roy Campbell. The following year 
he went to Japan and taught English in Tokyo. Mr. Plomer made many friends in 
Japan and was struck by the kindness and generosity of the Japanese. The voice of 
Japan, he says, spoke to him of ‘unworldliness, lucidity and love’. He returned to 
England in 1929. Double Lives is remarkable among autobiographies for its wit, 


I 
charm and percipience. It was first published in 1943. (928.2) 


SIR PHILIP SIDNEY. Mona Wilson. New edition. Hart-Davis, 18s. C8. 
328 pages. 8 illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Appendix. Index. 
Sir Philip Sidney (1554-86) who was killed at Arnhem at the age of thirty-two was 
for his contemporaries an almost legendary example of chivalry and accomplishment. 
In her convincing and scholarly portrait of the man and the poet, Mona Wilson shows 
that Sidney’s fame arose from the fact that he was a man who had solved for himself 
the problem that confronted the rising Elizabethan generation, that of ‘grafting 
Renaissance culture on to an English stock’. The historical background of the book 
forms a vivid and authoritative conspectus of Elizabethan England. Sidney’s critical 
writings are examined as well as his Arcadia and the sequence of sonnets and lyrics 
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Astrophel and Stella, from which many quotations are given. Though originally pub- 

lished in 1931, Mona Wilson’s book remains the standard work on Sidney, and for this 
9 ) 

edition she has made some corrections and alterations. (928.21) 


GEORGE BORROW. Martin Armstrong. Arthur Barker, 6s. C8. 104 pages. 
Bibliography. (The English Novelists) 
Martin Armstrong’s skilfully contrived portrait of George Borrow (1803-81) differs 
considerably from the accounts of previous writers. Instead of the unconventional, 
self-sufficient figure of earlier portraits, we are presented with a timid hypochondriac 
suffering from an Oedipus complex and a sense of social inferiority, concealed beneath 
an aggressive and boastful manner and a cult of gipsy life and the open road. Mr. 
Armstrong’s portrait is probably nearer to the real Borrow than the personality he pre- 
sented to the world and accounts for much in his life and work that has puzzled and 
exasperated his admirers. Mr. Armstrong treats the novel Lavengro and its sequel 
Romany Rye principally as a psychological document in the strange case of George 
Borrow, though he fully appreciates the enchantment of The Bible in Spain. His 
method is to study Borrow’s portrait of himself, as presented in his continuous yet 
unfinished novel and his two travel books, and to compare this with the somewhat 
different picture that emerges from a study of his life and the reminiscences of his 
friends. (928.23) 


GIVE ME BACK MY HEART. Final Chapters in the Autobiography of Jack 
Jones. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. D8. 272 pages. 


In this volume the author concludes his autobiography, which he began in Unfinished 
Journey and continued in Me and Mine. Here he records, with engaging simplicity and 
great spirit, the humours and pains of family life in Merthyr Tydfil, a mining district 
of South Wales. Mr. Jones has long since exchanged the miner’s pick for the type- 
writer and is the patriarchal centre of a large and growing family. As an author he is 
seldom free from interruption, but he writes uncomplainingly and without either 
introspection or sentimentality when more serious troubles disturb his literary work, 
such as the illness of his youngest son and the death of his wife. As relief from the 
family circle, when it grows too oppressive, there is in the evening the local public 
house, with its friendly banter and its political discussion. His book is full of the tender- 
ness, the lyrical gusto and that feeling for the drama of life that is particularly Welsh. 

(928.23) 


STENDHAL. An Introduction to the Novelist. Howard Clewes. Arthur 
Barker, 7s.6d. C8. 128 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. (The 
European Novelists) 

Mr. Clewes has written a lively study of Marie-Henri Beyle (‘Stendhal’, 1783-1842) 

and gives a clear outline of the Frenchman’s paradoxical nature, his vaguely progressive 

political opinions and his views on literary style and the nature of love. He also ably 
summarizes the facts of his life and works. As the first great psychological novelist, 

Stendhal, he says, knew far too much about himself ever to be happy. ‘However pro- 

found and exalted his emotion, his curiosity about it was always one degree pro- 

founder and more exalted.’ Mr. Clewes tends, however, to soften and explain away 
the asperities and the more disagreeable sides of Stendhal’s character which were, after 
all, the essence of ‘Beylisme’, and thus makes him a less interesting character than he 

actually was. (928.43) 








World War II 

THE SECOND WORLD WAR. Vol. III. THE GRAND ALLIANCE.Winston 
S. Churchill. Cassell, 25s. D8. 836 pages. 3 facsimiles. 28 diagrams and 
maps. 14 appendices. Index. 


This third volume continues Mr. Churchill’s personal story of the Second World War 
and, as in the previous books, it is told from the standpoint of the British Prime 
Minister, with special responsibility as Minister of Defence for military affairs. It 
covers the year 1941, a period of momentous events when early victory in Cyrenaica 
was followed by defeat in Greece and Crete, by heavy British shipping losses in the 
Mediterranean, and by the revolt in Iraq. There was a bright spot in May when the 
Bismarck was caught and sunk, and in the following month Russia was invaded by 
Germany. Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt held their first meeting in July and issued 
their joint declaration in the Atlantic Charter. Five months later, the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbour and the Grand Alliance of the British Commonwealth and the United 
States of America was begun. All these events, together with happenings of less 
importance, are accurately and vividly described in literature which is a model of 
composition, variety and style. It is a contribution of the highest value to the history of 
the war. (940.53) 


I WALKED ALONE. An Escape through France in 1940. The Earl of Cardi- 
gan. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 12s.6d. D8. 214 pages. 


This book tells the story of Lord Cardigan’s escape from the Germans after his capture 
during the fighting in 1940. He leapt from the lorry that was taking him to a German 
prison camp and made his solitary journey to freedom on foot and sometimes by 
bicycle. From Belgium he crossed to occupied and unoccupied France, then over the 
Pyrenees into Spain. There, after arrest and detention in a camp for political prisoners, 
he received official repatriation and arrived, eventually, on British soil. The author 
describes the hazards, the hardships and deprivations of what he calls his “walk’ with 
modesty and simplicity, but with virility and power. He has adhered strictly to the 
notes he made in spare moments actually during the escape, with the result that his 
book is personal and real. (940.5472) 


Britain 

THE BRITISH OVERSEAS. Exploits of a Nation of Shopkeepers. C. E. 
Carrington. Cambridge University Press, 42s. D8. 1,115 pages. 42 portraits. 
42 maps (four in colour). 6 graphs. Index. 


Whilst this large work is, in one sense, a general history of the British Empire, it is 
more particularly the story of the expansion of the British race overseas. Since the days 
of the Elizabethan voyages which threw open the door to new continents, the British 
have expanded eightfold in their own islands, but twentyfold throughout the world. 
This has been physically possible only because they have overflowed into every 
unoccupied temperate region of the world, where they have created new empires of 
settlement. Beyond those areas the British have extended an empire of influence (as 
in India, Colonial Africa, and Malaya) of a different nature and less permanent thereby. 
Whilst India and the tropical colonies are not ignored, the main theme is the empire of 
British settlement. The achievements of the race however are those of its outstanding 
men—explorers, statesmen, leaders, missionaries, pioneers of all types and all classes— 
and particular attention is therefore paid to the personalities of those who engineered 
and dominated that expansion. The forward impetus came more often from those on 
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the rim of the expanding frontier than at the centre, Westminster or Whitehall, and 
often from obscure men upon whom heavy burdens were laid. The range of events 
covered, from Drake to 1947, is matched with the range of scholarship displayed, often 
so concisely that a single illuminating phrase or sentence may be the only visible fruit 
of long research, and always in a style that leads the reader forward with expectation. 
It is a great and moving theme, fittingly executed. (942) 


THE ENGLISH INHERITANCE. G. Kitson Clarke. Student Christian Move- 
ment Press, 15s. D8. 184 pages. Index. 
This distinguished essay on ‘the effects of the Christian religion in our English in- 
heritance’ is by an Anglican layman who is a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and a well-known historian. He traces the consolidation of Christian influence on 
British history in the rule of law; the conception of freedom and of duty; the notion of 
a society which exists as a moral order, and a sense of responsibility towards that 
society on the part of individuals. (942) 


THE HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF BRIGHTON. Antony Dale. 
Bredon & Heginbotham (Brighton), 10s.6d. D8. 96 pages. 4 colour plates. 
30 photographs. Map. Plan. Index. 


This is a brief, well-illustrated, pleasantly written hand-book to the history and archi- 
tecture of England’s most celebrated seaside resort. It traces the development from 
the medieval fishing village of Brighthelmston to the popular eighteenth-century spa, 
to the fashionable nineteenth-century watering-place and to the twentieth-century 
county borough. It is a useful companion to the distinguished social history of the 
spa by Sir Osbert Sitwell and Margaret Barton (1935). Mr. Dale is the recognized 
authority on the town’s architecture and has made considerable research into its history. 
(942.25) 
Italy 
THE GENIUS OF ITALY. Leonardo Olschki. Gollancz, 21s. D8. 488 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 


Mr. Olschki’s book is a considerable achievement, synthesizing those trends in various 
aspects, planes and periods which, integrated, form the genius of a nation. There are 
chapters on landscape, ethnography, the Papacy, Dante, national culture, poetry and 
letters, the humanities, arts and crafts, politics, science and music. Their concision is 
matched by their depth and originality. Throughout the book runs an historical 
examination of the life of the people, the chapter on the Guelph theocracy being 
especially good. There is an epilogue on the heritage of the past and the problems of the 
future. The bibliographical note refers to bibliographical sources in each field of 
Italian history and civilization. The book was first published in New York in 1949. Dr. 
Olschki is a distinguished historian and philologist, and is now a research Associate in 
Oriental languages in the University of California. (945) 


China 
A HISTORY OF CHINA. W.E. Soothill. With a supplementary chapter by 


G. F. Hudson. Revised edition. Benn, 4s.6d. C8. 127 pages. Endpaper 
map. Bibliography. Index. 


The late Professor Soothill was Professor of Chinese in the University of Oxford. 
To his concise and balanced survey of Chinese history, first published in 1927, 
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Mr. G. F. Hudson, Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, has added a chapter con- 
cerning events of the last twenty years and has also revised the whole work. (951) 


Australasia 

THE CORAL SBA. Alan Villiers. Museum Press, 18s. D8. 291 pages. 37 illus- 
trations. Maps by Stephen J. Voorhies. Endpaper map. Bibliography. 
Index. (Oceans of the World) 

Mr. Villiers is a well-known deep-sea mariner who has himself sailed the Coral Sea, 

the vast bay enclosed by Australia, New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, and New 

Caledonia. It takes its name from the Great Barrier Reef, the greatest coral formation 

known. Many famous names are associated with the sea—Luis Vaz de Torres, Dampier, 

Cook and Bligh. This informal history sketches the story of the Coral Sea from the 

coming of the Portuguese to the naval engagements of the Second World War. (993) 


Australia 
AUSTRALIA'S FRONTIER PROVINCE. C. L. A. Abbott. Angus & Robert- 
son (Sydney, Australia), 16s. D8. 218 pages. 20 illustrations. Index. 
The subject of this book is the Northern Territory of Australia during the nine years 
from 1937 to 1946 when it was administered by the author. The introductory chapters 
survey briefly the early history of the Northern Territory and the various changes in 
its administration, and some space is devoted to describing events during the war years. 
For the rest, this work is an examination at first hand of the problems and potentialities 
of this important but at present undeveloped area of the British Commonwealth. 
The pearling and pastoral industries, roads, railways and the natives are all discussed in 
detail, supported by copious references from official and other authoritative reports. 
(994.29) 
Polynesia 
ANATOMY OF PARADISE. Hawaii and the Islands of the South Seas. 
J. C. Furnas. Gollancz, 18s. M8. $42 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This is by an American author and is issued with the co-operation of the American 
Institute of Pacific Relations. Whilst the major part of the book deals with Hawaii, 
its history and present state, Fiji, Tonga and other British groups are included. The 
principal theme is the impact of the white man on the native, as seen from both points 
of view. Well documented, lively and sometimes flippant, the book contains much of 
value and explains without illusions some of the ‘South Seas’ romantic myths which 
have had a surprising influence on Europe and America. (996) 


FICTION 
General 


TENTH SYMPHONY. Mark Aldanov. Jonathan Cape, 9s.6d. C8. 288 pages. 


In these seemingly artless and somewhat amorphous sketches—they are hardly short 
stories—Aldanov has developed a fascinating and very original technique for illumi- 
nating some point in history—placing the spotlight often enough on the less well 
known figure, the famous being obliquely delineated. The title story, which covers the 
greatest period of time, opens in Vicnna at the time of the Congress and introduces 
Isabey, the French miniaturist, and Razumovsky, remembered as a patron of Beethoven, 
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Beethoven crosses the scene but rarely. Number Fourteen is a description of the assassina- 
tion of Mussolini. In The Astrologer an entirely fraudulent Professor is consulted by 
Hitler’s mistress; later the astrologer visits the underground shelter where Hitler and 
the woman meet their death. An Exterminator figures an elderly Russian pest officer 
whose bungalow is requisitioned for official purposes during the Yalta Conference, 
and here we are given a mordant portrayal of the meeting of Churchill, Roosevelt and 
Stalin. In The Belvedere Torso Vasari, the painter and biographer of artists, dominates 
the scene, a fanatic attempting to assassinate the Pope lurks in the background, and 
Michelangelo, very old and failing, makes a single, explosive and very pregnant 
appearance. 


Quorum. Phyllis Bentley. Gollancz, 10s.6d. C8. 320 pages. 


Quorum takes us through a day in the lives of the members of a committee in a textile 
town in the West Riding of Yorkshire. It relates the history and background that have 
made them what they are on the day we mect them, describes the committee’s trans- 
actions and what happens when they are concluded. The characters are old Thomas 
Armitage, mill owner; Captain Roderick Bairstow, insurance agent; Sir Charles 
Considine, financier; Councillor Foster Ormerod, Socialist; Gamaliel Greenwood, 
Communist; Mrs. Deborah Sykes, science mistress; Elizabeth Marrison, designer, and 
young Rosemary Heald, Youth Group representative, for each of whom the day’s 
events have important consequences. Miss Bentley is a well-known and accomplished 
novelist. Her narrative shows ease and assurance, missing nothing of essentials, and her 
characters are soundly drawn, believable people. This is a human, comfortably absorb- 
ing story that will please all readers with a taste for solid reading. 


WHATEVER THE HEART APPOINTS. Katherine Dunning. Heinemann, 
10s.6d. C8. 292 pages. 


This is chiefly the story of Candy, eleven years old, who returns with her grandmother 
and other members of the family to the home in the country which the war obliged 
them to leave. There they await the return of Candy’s father, who was a prisoner of 
war and whom Candy has not seen since she was five. The book chronicles the child’s 
reactions to her enchanting new environment, the little events that make up her days 
and her relations with the people about her—her grandmother, understanding Uncle 
Robert, Adrian who shared her father’s captivity and has not yet recovered from his 
experiences, Ellen of the teeming Hopper family (cleverly and amusingly drawn) who 
spends her young life looking after the children and each new baby as it appears, 
Candy’s own baby cousin John who gives so little trouble. There are hints of deeper 
things—in the unease of a marriage drifting towards the rocks, in Robert’s grateful 
awakening to love—and the sense of ‘man’s inhumanity to man’ implicit in Adrian’s 
experiences adds poignancy to the general tranquillity of the scene. Candy’s sheer 
physical satisfaction in being alive, her response to the beauty about her and the 
fleeting awareness of significances as yet beyond her comprehension are recorded with 
great sensitivity and charm. Characters emerge naturally from their background and 
both take subtle hold upon the reader. 


MR. MIDSHIPMAN HORNBLOWER. C. S. Forester. Michael Joseph, 9s.6d. 
C8. 277 pages. 

Mr. C. S. Forester has already, in five successful. novels, presented the naval career of 

his hero, Nathaniel Hornblower. In his latest boak.the author is concerned for the first 
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time with Hornblower’s entry into the Royal Navy as a raw midshipman in 1794. The 
progress of this young officer’s training is seen in many exciting episodes in which he 
seems to have a propensity for finding trouble equalled only by his luck and pluck in 
getting out of it. The author is not only a born ‘teller of tales’ but has an extraordinary 
knowledge of the period of which he writes, the technique of seamanship and of life 
in the Navy in Nelson’s time. His descriptive power and control of detail are not the 
least of his literary qualities seen in this book, which is a welcome addition to the story 
of one of the best known characters in English fiction of today. 


THE COINERS. André Gide. Translated from the French by Dorothy 
Bussy. Cassell, 9s.6d. C8. 420 pages. (Standard Edition). 


The symbolism behind Les Faux-monnayeurs, M. Gide’s masterpiece and one of the 
greatest novels of this century, emphasizes that most of our emotions are counterfeit, 
but that they pass current like bad coins because everybody believes them to ring true. 
As Edouard remarks in his journal in the book, just as ‘bad money drives out good’ 
so a man who offers the public real coins would seem to be defrauding us. “In a world 
in which everyone cheats, it is the honest man who passes for a charlatan.’ Edouard 
himself is planning a book called Les Faux-monnayeurs and, just as there is a book 
within a book, so real coiners are introduced. Edouard allows himself to be black- 
mailed by them and even derives an indecent pleasure from the process. The portraits 
of the schoolboys, Bernard and Olivier, towards whom Edouard has homosexual 
leanings, are marvellous studies of adolescence in their completeness and subtlety. The 
construction of the book is very complex and moves on several planes of reality 
simultaneously, and the fact that M. Gide manages to keep these different levels of 
thought and action distinct throughout is in itself a technical triumph. Just as Edouard’s 
journal provides a criticism of the book as it proceeds, he subjects his own emotions 
to a perpetual ruthless analysis in order to achieve sincerity. 


CALL FOR A MIRACLE. Benedict Kiely. Jonathan Cape, 10s.6d. C8. 
288 pages. 
Mr. Kiely presents a realistic and somewhat sombre tapestry of Dublin life, in which 
the strands of several lives are cleverly interwoven. The characters—seen without 
illusion yet with considerable sympathy—include a rich and possessive widow whose 
adored son is helpless with a broken spine; a simple country priest with a reputation for 
“miracles’ who she hopes will cure him; a beautiful girl, with a bad streak in her, who 
falls in love with the invalid; a rackety university student and her grimly pious mother; 
a lonely journalist and his mistress; and a country-bred, good-natured ward maid and 


her steady young man—only their story has a happy ending. 


VANISHED TRAILS. The Last of the Veddas. R. L. Spittel. Oxford University 
Press, 128.6d. D8. 275 pages. 9 drawings. Map. Glossary. 

Dr. Spittel has devoted himself to the study of the aboriginal Veddas of Ceylon, whom 

he has described in earlier books. Vanished Trails he describes as ‘a continuous story 

depicting the lives of three generations of Veddas . . . presenting social anthropology in 

the form of a novel that stresses the human interest’. This story records the traditions, 


manners and customs, and way of life of a fast-dying race ‘not savage barbarians, but 
children of Nature, genial and benevolent.’ 
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Crime, Detection and Mystery 


VOICE OUT OF DARKNESS. Ursula Curtiss. Evans Bros., 8s.6d. C8. 
212 pages. 


“You pushed her’ state the vicious anonymous notes to Katy Meredith in New York, 
and she goes back to her home town to find out who could want to injure her by 
reviving a tragedy thirteen years old which killed her young foster-sister. Death 
strikes again twice before the police arrive at the truth. Suspense is introduced with 
the first sentence and continues through the maze of menacing events, complicated 
by the clash of antagonistic personalities, that precede the surprising dénouement. 


GROANING SPINNEY. Gladys Mitchell. Michael Joseph, 9s.6d. C8. 263 pages. 


Jonathan Bradley was lucky to have his formidable aunt Mrs. Lestrange Bradley 
staying with him over Christmas, for Mrs. Bradley was an expert on crime, and the 
two deaths that followed the holiday offered her plenty of scope for her particular 
talents. The first death had every appearance of being due to natural causes, but the 
second was obviously murder and it is Mrs. Bradley who establishes the connection 
between the two and sees to it that the guilty receive their deserts. Displaying her usual 
inventive skill, the author darts here and there, from one personality to another, from 
a clue to a suspicion, from the ordinary to the macabre, weaving yet another of the 
intricate intriguing patterns with which she delights to baffle her many readers. 


Reprints 


THE OX-BOW INCIDENT. Walter van Tilburg Clark. Penguin Books, 
1s.6d. sC8. 256 pages. Paper bound. 


This well-known American story of the “Wild West’ is based on true incidents that 
occurred in Nevada in 1885. It is remarkable for its good, clean prose and its intelligent 
approach to its theme—the reactions of a small community to a social and moral 
problem. Cattle thieves are abroad, and a decent fellow has been reported murdered; 
the men of the village deliberate whether the machinery of justice shall be allowed to 
take its proper course or whether they will take the law into their own hands. The 
shades of opinion expressed and the psychological motives that inspire them are many 
and various. When the more intransigent element turn a lawful posse, intended to 
round up the criminals for a fair trial, into a lynching party, the results are ironical 
indeed—for innocent men are executed. The narrative moves somewhat slowly, but 
with a cold and gripping precision. The book was first published in 1940. 


BLACK NARCISSUS. Rumer Godden. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 224 pages. 
Paper bound. 


Black Narcissus (1939) was Miss Godden’s first novel and is perhaps her most brilliant. 
Its theme—the impact of an insidious, though not altogethe: unworthy, paganism 
upon the would-be pious—pervades this strange, beautiful and often humorous book 
as slyly as the perfume after which it is named. A small party of nuns led by the self- 
assured Sister Clodagh go to a remote hill village, in sight of the Himalayas, to start a 
school and hospital. Many things are disturbing: the school building was once a 
harem, the local people are unfathomable, the place is incredibly lovely; there are 
two disconcertingly exotic and mature young pupils, and there is Mr. Dean, attractive, 
dissolute and mocking—yet so kindly and efficient as to be quite indispensable. 
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Gradually the nuns become rather less single-hearted and decidedly more fallible; 
tragedy overtakes the little venture, and Sister Clodagh, grown a much wiser woman, 
and her party leave the mountain-side in the possession of its own mysterious god. 


A FAREWELL TO ARMS. Ernest Hemingway. Jonathan Cape, 4s.6d. sC8. 
335 pages. (The Travellers’ Library) 

A Farewell to Arms, which is set in Italy and Switzerland during World War I, initiated 
a new style in the contemporary novel on its first appearance in 1929. Written in the 
first person in the easy repetitive manner of ordinary conversation, adapted from the 
experiments of Gertrude Stein, its central theme is the love affair between Fred Henry, 
a young American serving as an ambulance driver on the Caporetto front, and 
Catherine Barkley, an English Red Cross nurse. Their love creates a private and en- 
chanted world within the outer world of hatred and war, and together they plan to 
escape via the Italian lakes into neutral Switzerland. But Catherine dies in childbirth 
and Henry is left alone in a hostile world. For all its apparent simplicity, the novel is 
skilfully written and most moving in its faithful, yet poetic, realism. 


EYELESS IN GAZA. Aldous Huxley. Chatto & Windus, 8s.6d. sC8. 626 pages. 
(Collected Works) 


The story of Anthony Beavis, the type of cultured ineffectual young man peculiar to 
Mr. Huxley’s novels, begins with a casual survey of the family photograph album, as 
Anthony lies sun-bathing in the South of France in 1933. It then switches backwards 
and forwards in time, from 1934 to 1902, from Mexico to Anthony’s schooldays in 
England, from Oxford in 1912 to journalism in London in 1926, and so on. Sometimes 
it is directly narrated, at other times we are given long extracts from Anthony’s 
journal. Following the symbolism of the photograph album in the first chapter, this 
method (employed more successfully by André Gide in The Coiners) aims at giving 
an impression of the simultaneity of all events in the memory, and enables Mr. Huxley 
to present a constantly changing and sharply contrasted pattern of thought and action 
over a period of three decades. In Mexico, Anthony meets, and is deeply impressed by, 
a Dr. Miller, who believes in the power of love and the necessity for right action. 
Miller’s constructive attitude is contrasted with the disgusted nihilism of Anthony’s 
school and Oxford friend Mark Staithes and the Communism of his mistress Mary 
Amberley. Mr. Huxley’s experiments with time are not altogether happy, there is a 
certain vulgarity of sentiment in the book and the juxtaposition of ideas is rather too 
obviously imposed upon the clumsy framework of the story. First published in 1936, 
Eyeless in Gaza has not worn well. 


A PIER AND A BAND. Mary MacCarthy. Introductory Appreciation by 
David Garnett. New edition. Hamish Hamilton, 9s.6d. sC8. 318 pages. 
Mrs. MacCarthy’s novel, originally published in 1918, gives an enchanting picture of 
English country-house life in the later nineteenth century and has, as David Garnett 
remarks in his introduction, some of the qualities of ‘Tchekov’s Cherry Orchard in an 
English setting’. The book centres round the conflict between two landed gentlemen, 
Mr. Villiers and Sir John Forest, and a Mr. Tippits, who tries to force them into 
selling some of their land in order that he may develop the neighbouring village into a 
popular sea-side resort with a pier and a band. To add to the complications, Villiers’ 
daughter falls in love with Sir John’s equally land-obsessed grandson; she also sees 
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the good points of Mr. Tippits. A Pier and a Band is written in the pleasant discursive 
manner of the Victorian novel, with its delight in life and the idiosyncrasies of human 
nature. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


THE CRIME AT BLACK DUDLEY. MYSTERY MILE. LOOK TO THE 
LADY. SWEET DANGER. FLOWERS FOR THE JUDGE. THE FASHION 
IN SHROUDS. MR. CAMPION AND OTHERS. BLACK PLUMES. 
TRAITOR’S PURSE. CORONER'S PIDGIN. Margery Allingham. Penguin 
Books, 1s.6d. each. sC8. 208: 254: 279: 251: 253: 288: 284: 238: 208: 
256 pages. 

Margery Allingham is in the top flight of detective-story writers and her many readers 

and more will welcome this re-issue of ten of her books, published between 1929 and 

1945. In all of them save Black Plumes the elegant, aristocratic amateur sleuth, Albert 

Campion, plays the leading role. In The Crime at Black Dudley he foils the plans of two 

rival gangs in pursuit of bullion; in Mystery Mile he saves an American judge from a 

notorious gangster’s vengeance; in Look to the Lady he prevents a famous chalice from 

being stolen; in Sweet Danger he safeguards the deeds to a kingdom; in Flowers for the 

Judge he finds a motive for murder in a heavily insured manuscript; in The Fashion in 

Shrouds he discovers why the two husbands of a famous actress came to violent ends; 

in the short stories that compose Mr. Campion and Others he neatly outwits criminals 

of all descriptions; in Traitor’s Purse he loses his memory at a moment when speedy 
action is essential to thwart a plot to wreck the nation; and in Coroner’s Pidgin a murder 
leads him to the discovery of wholesale enemy looting of art treasures. He endures 
some rough handling, from which he emerges victorious if somewhat battered, and 
towards the end of these many adventures he is rewarded with a charming wife. 


Black Plumes, a departure from the author’s usual vein, is a tense story of revenge with 
an art gallery as background. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 

CHILTERN ADVENTURE. Mabel Esther Allan. Blackie, 7s.6d. 1C8. 

208 pages. Illustrations by T. R. Freeman. 

The four children of Mr. and Mrs. England (three girls and a boy) are dismayed at the 
prospect of spending six weeks’ holiday in a lonely cottage in the country; they are 
complete strangers to the country and it sounds very dull to them. The news that their 
parents cannot accompany them after all and that they must fend for themselves dis- 
mays them further but puts them on their mettle. Their gradual initiation into the 


many and diverse pleasures of country life, with its complete freedom of movement, 
makes very agreeable reading for children from eleven to fourteen years. 


THREE BROTHERS AND A LADY. Margaret Black. Reprint. Acorn Press, 
7s.6d. C4. 64 pages. Illustrations in colour by Edward Ardizzone. 


An exciting fairy story (first published in 1947) about three little boys (one of whom 
is invisible) who g go on a perilous expedition to rescue the young daughter of the local 
Grand Duke who has been kidnapped by a sinister race of people and hidden in a 
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mountain cave. This well-written tale is supported by the splendidly vivacious and 
original illustrations by Ardizzone, and the book, which :s excellently produced, 
provides unusually attractive reading matter for children from six to nine years old. 


TELL US A TALE. Elsie Bley. Blackie, 5s. sF4. 96 pages. Illustrations, in- 
cluding endpaper, by Grace Lodge. 

This gay book for children from five to eight years old is about a family who like 
telling stories; when they go on a picnic everybody contributes a little tale; then 
Mother tells a story for every day of the week. The chief characters recur—a whale, a 
tiger, a kangaroo family, a jolly jackal, as well as a bad Old Man and a wicked lobster; 
there is plenty of excitement concerned with pirates, a circus, travels and kidnapping. 
The tiny stories have just the right air of lively improvisation. 


BILL BERENGER WINS COMMAND. Douglas V. Duff. Blackie, 6s.6d. 1C8. 
284 pages. 4 illustrations by A. Barclay. 
The third book about Bill Berenger, the young amateur detective, is as fast moving a 
tale as any boy from fourteen upwards could wish for. From the moment that 
Berenger, voyaging to South America, finds a passenger murdered in a cabin, until he 
smashes the conspiracy to ruin his employers, and helps to bring an arch-gangster to 
justice, there is scarcely a moment when he is not engaged in some desperate adventure 
at sea or on the South American shore. The plot is very complicated, but it is well 


handled. 


HIGH BARBARY. Aubrey Feist. Heinemann, 8s.6d. C8. 231 pages. 


Young Jeremy Shafto holds the key to the whereabouts of the vast lost treasure of the 
Barbary corsairs which, if it falls into the wrong hands, will be used to finance a holy 
war. With the help of a young French friend, he sets out to locate the treasure. The 
stakes are high and the boys’ lives are constantly in danger from the desperate men 
against them. Set in the England and Algeria of a hundred years ago, this is a rousing 
adventure story, with some lusty characters and plenty of action, including a siege, 
kidnappings, and a cavalry charge, which should make a firm appeal to children from 
thirteen onwards. 


THE SCARLET SNUFFBOX. An Adventure Story. Emmeline Garnett. 

Hodder & Stoughton, 7s.6d. \C8. 216 pages. Illustrations by Muriel Gay. 
A thrilling story for young people from twelve years upwards about five London 
children (three boys and two girls) who buy a snuffbox in a Chelsea antique shop. 
Hardly have they done so when it is stolen from them, for it conceals a secret message 
in which several people are interested—including the police. Many odd things happen 
in Chelsea and the sinister by-ways of the City before the mystery is cleared up; the 
characters are well drawn. 


DON’T GO OUT OF SIGHT, MIRANDA. Elizabeth Gorell. Heinemann, 6s. 
IC8. 124 pages. Illustrations by Sheila Bishop. 

Miranda was expecting her mother to bring home a new baby and is astonished and 

delighted when it turns out to be a mer-baby. How to look after her is a problem. 

Miranda persuades a mermaid to help them but she tries to steal the baby, and Miranda, 
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drawn into the sea with them, has an anxious time trying to get back to land, where at 

last everything comes right. It is a charming little story, engagingly written, and should 
g comes right. Itis a cl g y, engagingly 

please most children from six to nine years. 


THE YOUNG LIBERATORS. Nora Lloyd. Muller, 73.6d. C8. 232 pages. 
Illustrations by Peter Hoffer. 


This exciting, yet adult, story recounts the adventures of an Anglo-French family 
and their young friends who are working with the Maquis for the French Resistance 
Movement in the Tarentaise valley of the Haute Savoie. It starts in August 1944 and 
ends with the liberation of France, and during that time this band of courageous and 
resourceful children are involved in many dramatic incidents, all of which are described 
with energy, a refreshing realism, and with a good use of much naturalistic dialogue. 
For young people from fourteen upwards. 


THE REDHEADS OF WINDYRIDGE. M. E. Mathews. Blackie, 7s.6d. IC8. 
240 pages. Illustrations by Stanley Jezzard. 

A sensible and extremely well-written story for young people from thirteen to fifteen, 
which portrays very human boys and girls (and their elders, too) and gives a plausible 
account of the activities of country-bred children and a delightful and accurate picture 
of country things and scenery. The Clouds of Windyridge are a very lively family, 
and Hilary Drew makes their acquaintance when a slight mishap delays a solitary 
bicycling tour, in the course of which he had hoped to find a long-lost aunt. He has 
great fun with the young ‘redheads’, who enjoy such things as looking after sick 
animals, riding in a Horse Show, helping with the harvest, playing mild jokes on a 
neighbour—and, of course, searching for aunts. 


THE SECRET FORTRESS. Joyce Reason. New edition. Dent, 8s.6d. C8. 
263 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 25 illustrations by S$. Van Abbé. 
Glossary. Endpaper map. 


First published in 1946, this is a fine vigorous story, based on fact, of English resistance 
to the Normans in the eleventh century. It relates how Osric, young son of the great 
thane Torfinn, helped in an abortive attempt to take the Norman castle of Richmond 
in Yorkshire and then joined the Norsemen in their stronghold in the Cumberland 
hills, from which they harassed the Normans and kept them at bay. Young people of 
thirteen onwards will find it a tale of stirring adventure with interesting details of life 
in the England of those times. 


HUGH NAMELESS. D. Rice. Blackie, 5s.6d. C8. 240 pages. 4 illustrations 
by W. W. Lendon. 


Hugh (aged twelve), a child of rich parents, is a headstrong lad who walks out of his 
uncle’s house in a fit of pique and makes his way to the London of 1666—when the 
Great Fire was ravaging the city. The dramatic scenes fascinate him, but in the course 
of events he is knocked out by ruffians and loses his memory; a humble refugee takes 
charge of him and brings him to a country cottage along with his own children. The 
sick lad is involved in further dramatic events before—somewhat chastened and a 
good deal wiser—he rejoins his family. The background of this leisurely and rather 
sombre tale is well done, and the book should appeal to children of fourteen onwards. 
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NEW TALES OF ROBIN HOOD. Donald Suddaby. Blackie, 4s.6d. C8. 
208 pages. 3 illustrations by T. H. Robinson. 

Robin Hood, the hero of many old English ballads dating back to the early fifteenth 
century, and a very genial and generous outlaw and robber living with his men in 
Sherwood Forest in Lincolnshire, has always been a popular figure with the young. 
Mr. Suddaby tells nine stories of Master Robin and his merry band of archers—includ- 
ing some of the traditional figures such as Gilbert of the White Hand, Friar Tuck and 
Little John—in an unaffected and lively style which should appeal to children from 
twelve years onwards. 


THE CATS AND ROSEMARY. Frank Swinnerton. Hamish Hamilton, 7s.6d. 
IC8. 152 pages. 24 illustrations by Fritz Wegner. 

Small girls of five to seven will enjoy this book by a well-known novelist which 
recounts the simple day-to-day adventures of Rosemary, aged seven, and her four cats, 
not to mention the same number of guinea pigs, two dogs and, finally, some hens. But 
the emphasis is upon cats, the games they play with Rosemary, the mischief they get 
into, and the household events in which they play their part. Each cat assumes a definite 
personality among which each child will choose her own favourite. The book owes 
much to the charming drawings. 


MUMFIE THE ADMIRAL. Katherine Tozer. Cheap edition. Murray, 6s. C8. 
214 pages. Illustrations by the author. 

A cheap edition of one of Katherine Tozer’s popular stories about Mumfie the Elephant 

and his friend Scarecrow. These very unusual toys belong to a little girl, Selina, and 

when she is kidnapped by pirates they go to her rescue and have tremendous adventures 

in their own boat, on board a pirate ship and among treasure caves; they find Selina 

and rescue an Admiral as well. For children from seven to nine years. 


Non-Fiction 


SCOUTING FOR BOYS. Lord Baden-Powell. Introduction by Lord 
Rowallan. Boys’ edition. C. Arthur Pearson, 2s.6d. sC8. 281 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Drawings and diagrams. Appendix. Paper bound. 

A revised edition, issued under the authority of The Boy Scouts’ Association, of 

Baden-Powell’s well-known camp-fire yarns, which began to appear in fortnightly 

parts in 1908. This edition contains a short account of B.-P.’s life, and his last message to 

Boy Scouts. The appendix lists ‘One hundred things to do’, suggestions for Scouting 

practice based on the ideas and principles set out in the twenty-cight ‘yarns’. The 

present Chief Scout of the British Commonwealth and Empire has written an 
introduction. 


THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN SWITZERLAND. Mariann Meier. Phoenix 
House, 7s.6d. C8. 150 pages. 22 illustrations. Map. Glossary. Index. (The 
Young Traveller Series) 

An English boy of fourteen spends a year living with various Swiss friends as one of the 

family; arriving at Basle in the early summer he visits nearly every canton, accompa- 

nied by Margrit, a Swiss girl a little older than himself, or other young people, 
learning as he goes many interesting things about the history and geography, and the 
economic and daily life of their country. An astonishing amount of information has 
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been packed into a pleasant and easily flowing ‘story’, in which the many characters, 
both young and old, are all convincing types. For boys and girls from thirteen to 
sixteen. 


LANDS OF THE COMMONWEALTH. R. K. and M. I. R. Polkinghorne. 
Harrap, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 220 pages. 85 small illustrations. 5 maps. Index. 
This is an interesting book for young people from fourteen years upwards describing 
the countries of the Empire with special emphasis on the Colonies. It is written in a 
lively descriptive style, though the amount of information given about any one 
country is not always adequate. It would, however, serve as a general introduction to 


more advanced reading. There is a classified list of all the Colonies and Commonwealth 
countries. 


ULLA BRITT AND THE BIRDS. Laurens Sargent. Foreword by James 
Fisher. University of London Press, 6s. C8. 116 pages. Illustrations by Neave 
Parker. 

This is a book about a Swedish girl and her friends and the birds of the countryside 

in which they live. Many birds found in northern Europe are described and their 

habits discussed as the children explore the hills and forests, and the book serves, too, as 

a general introduction to many aspects of outdoor natural history. It is well and 

charmingly written and should be suitable for children from the ages of nine to thir- 


teen. The excellent head and tail pieces to each chapter illustrate many of the birds 
described. 





